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Welcome to The Qussinrs Thesty
Loncior's bost kept secrots — oo
2,000 members.,

. one at

How do | know abeut The Questors? | am
Prouc 1o have een its President for over 20
years. Fourted in 1829, 1 has sincs gown
ine the largest commuriy theatre in Europe
with & reputation for the Wghest stendards,
rot ey In acting but in directian ana design
a5 well, Luckily, with 5o many membsrs, v
baove o viea  of Lelenl Lo cell an for ol
aspects of production, and members are
ensel@gad 10 se a8 sotival; invaad a5
ey would ke, fherratively they simpy
enjoy F1e sacial zide of the club, including
e friensly Grapevne Bar (o of the perss
of memaersaip) and the many and veried
shows in pur 370-scal Plaphease (e
anc our rore intimane Studio theatre.

The Questors “une a professionally
FECOBNIZES T YEAEM BCTING CAUrss in
conjunation wilth Kngston Colege

There ere alsa acting courses for beginners,
sree backstege franing courses, wisitiag
compames farm home ard abroas

regular art extbitians and workshops, and
The Quesiors Youlh Thaalre, In shorl,
<heatrs is sometning for everyone. and w1
annual mambership trom £12.00 to £32.50
depending en your chesen level of

cormitmEn, it's graat walue for
morey as vl

But dlon' Just take my word for it. The nskt
Lime you're in Ealing, call ino the Grapsvire
bar on any Wednesday evening at Bpm or 2
free toLr of the theatre &nd a orink on ust

Worh ooking inte?
Detinitel

Dame Judi Dench
Pregiden of The Queslors Theatre
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by Alan Bennett




THE LADY
IN THE VAN

Two women: Two Vehicles

It" s a prefiy extracrdinery concapt o most
of us: thal @ raspectable, intslisctual,

ate, milbmanrersd English gentoman
WeUld Tolerats Aot oily 4 bagtlady, Gut her
clagpedout camper van in fis tiny Camcen
garden; and for fiftoen years? Wiy would -
and haw cauld - Ihat sver A3098n7

Hare, Lnfolding before you, is tat tele fram
start t finish, plainly told as befts the
wilter. From the glinl in the eve of the Led!
as she measures up his garden, ta the
denarture of the van ceurtasy of (he counsil
many years later, there is plenty of drama to
g us i the theall of the Lady's speil

There &it the nolghbiours, smaryanic
Islington media types’, amiious about 3
possible fall in the vale of thalr praperty:
there’s the panoply of health professionals
for wham the “ciient’ is supreme and the
urwillingly cesignated ‘carer’ a bil of &
nulsance; the ssedy ol AvguaiTtance wio
can turn any SaporTURity Ints a buck
There's Bonnett's timid mother, gaing
cowntill in parsllel to the naisy Miss
Shephsra. Ther ars lauts for whorn the
yaliow peril and its oecugant are & magnet
MMost prominently, there's a second Alan
Gennelt L give us the allernative view of
17 situstions, Rl innermast taughts and
shikthinking reactions. Coes it work,
teatrially, to ebminace the subtext and
soell it ell sut? You have to decide that for
yourselt. | think It was a genius of an idea
which fives the plat 3 whols rew dynamic
rarely explorsd an stage

Our graduction ef the play should sriswsr the
' question for you and apens the door as

ta the “why', Burrowing ceener, with the hajp
of Witing Home and Untold Stories, wa can
learn mae of Bernett the Lpstart,  very
clever man frding Rirtself at Gxtord wih not
only the suprarmely b 'y, but the moneyed,
1he ientsy, the tied, the *gidering prizes’
set; a gateway 1t a llasiyle his parents
VeRmed for but Somencw MEVEr B0t the nang
of. He easad aimself into (1 and still sits
there caraforiably, whilst reserving the right
o hen seepticia on T wnen it sults. M
Shepherd, for all her solipsisto ways and
arngaarthy lav 3| arrargements, was
the easy conversationalist and educetod
warman his mether never sould Le. Wes he

appier telking about religion and politics
with Miss Shenherd, or with nis motner
about cioan underwear? A difficult oall, w
his mather logical, sensile, meck. pelits
and grounded, but slightly aring, a7 1|
Shegherd e, rude, dominsering, fanciful,
st &t times barosring on mystorious.
erigmans and fascinatg

o are all glitter-bal's, with a muit-faceted
surface angled cifferonly ta cash persin
Wi ancauntar. Miss Shepherd, with all her
rteamings, provides Sernett with
another facet of human experere.
Despite his grand erary life, he's ang
acutely aware of e humtle ool
brough
frissan of Blosmsbury woman falling off the
oliff o saniy.

AL the end of Ihis bizarre tale, Alan Bennet:
somments ta the effsct that we are ot 1o
assume that his life durag these twenty
oars was consumed by, lived for and
revplved around the batty woman: thet na,
honestiy. he really did nave a life", totally

Independert of this uninvited, ‘temporary’
lndger. OF Gourse Tat is trua. Dosplx
running the gamuit of demands, leciures
and rudeness s he ettempted to joumey
awn front doon, his working e, as
nortnarn England's oL but chirpy
plavrigns and wit, blossomes curing
this peried.

whilsl Miss Snaoberd ans his mather were
botn sutfering “ailing health and “delusions’,
ne was wiiting plays and TV dramas fast
ane furious, amongst tham; 4 Weman af ho
Iiportancs in 1962, A Pavats Function i
T984; A Visit frov Miss Prothero In 1687
Aza in 1987 he perfected the art of the
singl: aetress show In his oollection Talking
Meads: A Ghig in the Suger, Bod Among e
Lei Lady of Letters, Rer B Chance,
Soiering On and A Cream Cracker Under
the Settee, Hers are Englisn ladies ol

theldr ode, weird and eccentric best, wity
gentle shades of Mam and Miss Shephard
sninirg through.

81 reticent Rennett is to accept
salntly status. 1o be lauded a8 caring
or kind, he gan'l adualy ceny that ho
perfarmed a great charitabie act in na)
a nag lady In his garden, which neiter yau
for | would even cortem plats. e migt’,
says the eharactor of Pauling., the
neighbaur, Bl we know She's saying it 10
get Brownie points. Let's take a esf from
#lar 7's hook and be henest. She and her
husband weuldr't nd cidn't, and n

1t via

Hiw

Rennett will go down in nislory as o b
el wenderful man, He samed that tag

. prior o this stange episade in
his life, through this story it i niuated.
Early on I the play, The Lady mistakes Aim
Tor SUJohin. | think 1 alan of Gamcen has 2
nice Ang to it O, by the way: Aan Bennett
wishies us luck with the shaw. hel Nat ane
of aur charscters and not one {ar balh) o
our actors. The real Alan Denvert. Honestil

Questors E-News direct to your Inbox

Get all the latest news and offers for our shows by joining
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+ We'll keep the e-mails as short and simple as possi
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THE LADY IN THE VAN

by Alan Bearett

First performance af this productlon: 16 February 2007

Cast

{in order of apperanc

Alan Sernett 1 Artony Green

Alon Bennatt 7 Sluart Sessicns

Miss Shepherd Anne Nevile
tiam, Alan Bennett's mother Anne Sawbrdge
Rulus, & neighaour Anthony Curran
Pauline, a neightaur Jananne Rahman

Miss Ferris, & soclal warkar Sher Deshaux

Angry Man Michael Smith
Iarviesser Sarah Franch
Louts Heil Lacey
Alex Loe
Underwaod Geoff horzan

Sarah French
ith

Marms dactor

Miss Shepherd's doctor Hichae

Ambulance kar Jim O'Conner
Priest Michael Smith
Lo Fairehild im O Cornar

Undertaxers, counsi

ykmen Gurtls Ashley
lell Lacoy
Alex Lee
Cuncan Walduck

The play is sat in the frort garden of Alan Bennett's house in Camden,
narth Londor: and the envirens; and In Yorkshire from 1962 - 1989,

The play rurs for 2 hours 20 mindaigs inclucing a lilleerminute interval

=

Directors
Desigrer
Lighting design

Original music comaosed by
Stage Managers

“ghicle team (ed by

azsisted by
Censtruction

Set painting and dressing
Sound co-ardinatar
Lighting uperator
Prapertics.

Renearsal prompt

Produsticn co-ordinator

Stage Managers

Wardroag

Phatograty
Ma

up & wigs

Reheersai wehicles

Getn Crow

Acknawledgements

Production Team

Sarah Galten and Jo Matthews

lahin Winberley, assisted by Rron Slake
Chris Newall

Yaron Hollarder

Pam Cullen and Wartin Choules

2yg Staniasack

Alun Jores, Chiis Edwards. Duacan Wakluck, lobr

teriey

Bren

@, lohn Stacey. John Wisherioy

Bron Blake, lenny Richardson, Syvia Wl

Martn Choules assis)

¥ Nigel Worsley

Jasan Bleckburn

Claire Auveche

Garden Miller

Adddenne Talbot assisted by Jennifer Reidl

Curtis Ashley, Nell Lacay, Alex Lee. Duacan Walduck
Anne Gilmaur

larn Cole

Aal Morrs, lulie Velostio

Gorgan Miller

will, Edward Blson, Henry Brosm, vartin Choules,
@ Harris, lahn Harwoed, Doug King, Pam Culler,

Jo Malltews, Adrienns Talsat, ennfer Ba s Joh
2Zyg Saniaszek, John Wibberel
Cowards, Tim Heywood, Alan )

Threen House far ioan of Ihe wheslchair,
Stoke-onTrent Repartory Theatre for staging advice: Kirky's
Flving Rallets for technical advice.




Adrienne Talbot Frovuctien Co-ardinatar
A memoer since 1964, slege managng meny shows, mos: recendy The Beauty Queen of Leenans &nc
Tiiie Hapay Breec Adrienne hes seen chal-man of me stage mansgomen comritee, heod of traiving
and sits on the Board of Trusteas.

Anne Gilmour
Eodios, The Badbug anc Brentfard are a few of the s
She s alse ventures vie ASM ine proos, fignting and

trane.

= fnre hzs costumen 5 nce joinicg, in 1583
und and done her stint in administ-aticn

Rnne Nevills Miss Shephent
8 fuinesd The Questors in 1982, Flays nolude Mother Sourage, The Seagull, Daning at Lughnass,
GhDAS, The GRS iEaenE, TV TAI N Sacorey, Haopy Days, The Charry Orokard,
Haneas Corpus ane Daily West's KASheA. ATNg 5 3150 @ 1RRUIAF (LBSINNS Cires:

i

Anne Sawbridge Man
Anna 'as bsen an acting, mamber or ou
ance and Ergine in The Londion Cuko

Tty YRR, REGRT (@t nCude Miss Bl 11 AN
e, tauring t e Minack Traatre.,

Anthony Curran Siie
nt-any (= o graduate of
i Bonnet:

d s been sean mos: recentl 25 U n (be W s s
in the W

Siows and 5+ Perey Sherter in Habess Corpus.

Anthony Braen s santer 3
osen acting it The Questos sioe 1003, His precicnians hare incloe Arca
e e, Suafesnty Lest Soimner o0

Bron Blake Designar
& niember since e 2970s, Bron he
She r= 1ymars

ngo maraged 2nd epsroned lig-ts ene sound
ign, most recently jointcesigning e (angon
it in Bririon wth Jenny Rishardso-

Cuskolds ard ¥
Clalre Auvache Froperties

Clzire joined The Questers a year 2go. She ras besn properties manager on After the Dance, Dance of
Deatt and An Encrmy of the Foapic. She has 260 workoe outside T-6 QLoslons 35 @ S mansgen.

Chris Edwards Lebicie fesm
Chris has besn with the Guestors fo- five yoars. 5o was homily ivolved n
i thivd Goriesmas show. A Kigston TTEC Tech ol stulent, e il prosat
theatie Iating,

bing o+ Feier Par
e s brother

Chris Nawall Lighting Cosig
11 shses a e

des gns for the Play-ouse ncluce
i, Shirley Vilentine, The Clande:

Duncan Walduck A5k

Duncan hes e s ef the Questors for soyun yeers, Rucen: erewing, ncluces Peler B,
e Desive and e Rerry Dance. He eompany member in Diver

peren M'n e sompanies in the Dayhouse

Geoffroy Morgan Lirsicowood
mmnp,--- TS appearance St The DLEStors was 85 2 megistrate in The Recr:
en 2 Lore Chunechior ‘' Sy Morming erd Benvell
i ao varhe Iiekslage 570l Sings with sisiting ropares,

Gordon Miller Construcsion & Prompt
ordon e buen o mw.w o guee ey years. SIrUng oS a construetor, he has done most things
sackstage, and recent eriayed working on Gog in the Manger as roseanss! promol

Jananne Rahman Peuiiie
Jenamne bas been a member for elevan years, most recestly cogearing ir (i
Prgmious preductions inciude i Vet A Lovoly Warl, The Racr

te s
gt Officer and Nishe

¢ Horrors,
s Nicwiedy:

Jim O°Connor Amdulance Man & Len Fairshid
Slrise: pecoming &+ Aclig nember in the varly *30s. Jin ~as appearec in a varsty of produzions
nzluding five childran's shows, The Madness of denrgs N, ard mus. reoenlly A Encriy of e Feope,

John Wibberley Dosidi

ch o o T Qs nuce

0 the licods,
rcad o The Ougskes oy
Ja Mttnaws e
at Manchesier Palyiecinie Sthool of Th
The Mermory of st A isking: S onel Sy

s,

o

Wartin Choules Stage Ma e
Wiartin has been 3lsae men
07U et Lot o e Wighmngate, 117 G Gt o At ENEry of (he Pecss, He s
alao dasipnedd the sound o New Boy and The Goat Soy.

Mmlﬂal s-nm. Angry
el

 numerous pags i
Michiae! has alse

Pam Cullen Stage ifanags
Fan i & e mermbe: worlng on her frst shew, athe
She alsn snien dramsa In | ancashire, e lured in G.muw\\nh A Mis

Sarah French Inlervicir & s Dawtar
This i Sarah’s -2 show wih Toe 0Leslors, %--L&r. bz hzs performed it the St.clin wit & vsking,
sonpssny b she payed tre lesd i sty

Sarah Galton Cr-twrriar
Sarah d ructod Tom Stopperd's Tr
Brc 18T Sasen

westEs, James Saunders's Wi Meehorochie?
el lion of The Londan Cuctolds which touret 10 the M nack
o e saen Trad g e Souns

Shetl Desbaux Miss Feris

Stwrl performed wit the Stcent Gious in The fues Defested and Ghanes Diovans's Har Tmes.
Since len & le; upzenrad n Mart. len AT AT, Pyginanon, Nohelas Mo
iamec Desive. She & 5o enices wura g vith the Questo's Yeuth Thearre

Stuart Sessions Al Bennen 2
Suiart meenty Joined 23 on wuling merer. Hi
& he was last seen at The Quesios os P

Yaron Hollander Jriginal Musis Composar
Thiz is the first Questces s7ow fne which ¥aron hus cumpesed. His previous credits includs v
anares for plevs by J right and B°an Clark. e oags chou aimd ano.

wy; and 4 Streetear

r Siockmann in An Enemy of 1 Peopte.

Zyg Staniaszek v
I the clghteen man
arc staga managed Veter Pan. Fres
Producing vlown shows.




The Questors present

Much Ado About Nothing
by William Shakespears

Twe contrasting palrs of lovers, a
succession of overheard conversations,
ard the mast incempetent peliceman in
literature combine to foil the villain and
bring & nappy encling to all. A sparklirg
ramantic comeds that is bol
uproariuus and loucning, this is
Snadespeare at s most accessihle
and delightful.

&10, 1347 March at 7.45pm,
11 March at 2.30pm

In the Playhousa

Tickets: £13.50
{£12.00 cancessions, £6.50 siudents)

The Questors Studert Group present
The Visit

oy Fridrich Durrenmats, adasted by Maurice Valency

The wealthlest wormnan in the warlkd
orings her b'zarre retinue of assistants
back 1o her hometown, an
impaverisied little village, prorising
the residants vast ricnes... on ong
oulrageous condition. Durrenmatt's
macabre comady gives us one of the
oSt tantalizing eharsclers n 20t
century drama

24, 27-31 March at 7.49pm,
26 harch &t

in the Studio

Tichots: £10.50
(£9.50 concessions, £5.00 students)

The Questors present

French Paste
a9y Richard Gallagher

1587: slorms over England, Thalcher
in for a third time anc Tom and
Stephen are "living In black and while
in Brixtan". Tom dreams of a place
where he can live in glorous
Technicolor: a place where thers isn't
any trouble, a place somewhere over
the raicbow.."This play is so funny it's
same tine beforn vou realise = has
mething serious 1o say aboul fumar
relationships” Mancheser Evening News

7. 2014 Aprit at 7.45pm,
8 April at 2.30am

in the Studio

Tickets: £10.50
(£8.80 concessions, £5.00 students)

Getting the most

from your membership

Many members join just to see shows, but there is so much more on offer to
Company Members. So why not get Involved?

FrantorHouse is & great place w0 start, Ko
tor selling

DEEMMES, StEviAn ang or sel
AN Iraining is orow ce
wha fancies warking in Box Offie, If you

want lo Mt people ard have a goot tims,
then the best place Lo
Grapeving Bar — end you can volunteer for
Just ane night or savers .

Backstage star wling siege
managans, prop masers, set bl
painters ard viardrabe swaff - are always
weloomed, and whatever your ssils we'll
ce for you. Il yuu have some
sxperence then The Questors is 8
vionderful space Lo be a ves

ner. But even

The same goes for
@ Plashouse ang

ves (o leam,

You can direct If you ome experlance
s fraining, but if not Iher we o¥fer various
learning oaportuaties. The QUestors have
High standard of acting, end to maintain
& warlivg Lo vcl must first lake
3n audition. These ars held evsry month

50 if you have so nee

e brainirg or exger

of acting. call the Theatre Office for detalls
of the fartheoming suditons,

There are many sther etlvities you can jon
t. If you're fres during

you ean help will aur Aonty
mailing or deliverivg lealets, anc if you're
handy with maintensnce then thers are

it Jobs o be dons

Grly Comoany memaes can taka part
ias. o please cotact the
if you would The 1o g
invelved or reccive further infermation
001 Company membership,




