i you enjoy theatre, why not join us
and bacome a member of The Questors?
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Arabian Nights

Synopsis

Waddling night in te palace of King
Shanrayar. By morming the naw Queen
Sharazad is 1o be pul to death like a
thousand young brides before her. She
hars the one gift tnat can save her - the
£ift of starytelling. If she can oceupy the
King with her stories then she can avold
the exesutioner's block,

From the Director

Directing the Questors Youth Theatrs

Vi hugge and saciting challenge
1 hadn't previously worksd with ary ot

the cast and only now, | as wite, we

&re beginaing to dissover what we can
a1l do and aré beginning <o gel together
a5 a o

Ny

We started rehearsal on the show in
Jenuery, with a skaletan tsam and &
challerging and estremely cemanding
text. So we have worked very quickly, and
needed to! The sabian Nights has beer
wery challenging theatrically, We mace an
carly decision that we needed to te
minimal, 86 we cut one stary, resisted
the temptation ta go costume and puppet
‘i, which demanded resources we
acked, and grecualy developed a
minimal design coneeat around three
golden lacders, light, skin, atrospharic

sound and gauzes, e have delibcralely
ohosen the language of simpla physioal
thestre using bodies te arovids the
mise-enscene for the stories.

Theatrs productian requires many skills,
including the rzours of selidiscigline,
resilience, puncluality and patience, and
Instilling 1hese professional diseiplines
within A young company £an as
challenging &5 trying to stage the
thermsslies. To thelr credit, the cast have

neen fantastic: meny of them are acting
within & physicel form they have nat
explored before, and o course I1's the
first. time thet nearly all have playad on
the thrust stege in the Plashouse. The
pleying eges range from Year 71112
year okds) to the Questare Inra Graup
(17-18).

Sa rehearsals = also been about
acquinng basic acting technigue as well
as telling stories. It's difficull Lo perferm

on & largs thrust stage. At times you

need te aerforn o pecple behing you,
canslantly using changes in your velce
and body to eep their focus en you. You
reed to tum your hoad. Yel & thrust does
lend itself ta starlelling, the imaginary
fourth wall is alresdy braken and the

audience can mors willnzly ergage with

the staryteller The Aratian Nights is

o

about the abllity Lo listen and to hear,

and in King Shahrayar's case, fis heart
is opened a5 he lietens to Shaharezad's

rics and slawy hears ths stony
ilence within himself. He rediscovers

his laughter,

S0 we have dons some Introductory work
an narative volces; that is, we heve ied
1o erate’ the story with ons voice and
then ‘interaret’ ar characterise it with
anather. Dorminic Cooka's tesl invites
this, Shaharazad s taming, of the King's
heart and their growing love becomes the
cantral narraive within the staries, and
this dramatic leyering is framed within
the cortext of Shaherazad's courageats
“suparobjestive’ in sacrificing herse

to pravent the King rom murdering

the wamen In the land.

And 50 the stories. Wo Invits you to
listen and enjoy.

Duncan Alldridge




ARABIAN NIGHTS

by Dorminic Conke

First performance of this produstion: 19 February 2008

THE CAST
SHAHARAZAD'S STORY
Shaharazad Sim Jerath
Shahrayar Rathaniel Hamer
Vizier D d Hnowles
Dinarzad Meuzias BoutlaZasran

THE ENSEMBLE

Martha Caoke.

Stephanie Revell £2 SIndian/Hangran 0l Man
David Knowiles King

Natasha Ahmae ade /Eride

Jamas Alexander Forici/Aby Fassen/Sahman

Rosia Singleton QueenMariaga Sroker/ Sewars's Wik
Naomi Howsll-Sivosh

Hayley Floteher

Hannzh Partridgs

Tessa Calnan Docton/Eldesi Sister

Nau il ‘Sewand/Queen/ ngest 8 sier

Deborah Hughes Kimg/ 0z Wiaman Mather Sorcaress
Ellen Gould Chief/Stewars

Holly Newson various

Kyra Uberal G 1l/Socens Cookoung Es Sndibarl
Maria Waring Merthunt/Baker

Tom Bugh Wizie iercant £ Sidi 2

Nick Quefferus Little Beggas Pury

Natalla Perex Philline vano

Murawar Sheikh CalphyWechmzn

THE CREW
Director
Aselstant Director
Lighting Design
Costume Design Lnuiss Hing
Sound Design Durean Alldride:
Beslgner A hzser
Stage Managor Helra Prusien
Chorsography Futh Keswrzaum
Seminious teile
Propertiss Falka
Stage Painting A6 Bk
Choreography Futh Kestenbaum
Do sigue Mevilke
Additional Design Cizire el
Sound Operatar Coudie
Hair and Make-up Iessics Plurrmer
Kty Ricaaras.
Lighting Crew
Blartin Stoner
facy Torhle
Han N Smitn
AR Ve
Acslstant Stage Managers Rebascs Harper
Linsey Du
Louiss Ramsr
Programma Edftor Fenstoge Mocizohian
Programme Design and Print o N Lo
Tiankcs to: e Gl
Special thanks to: Wik Hisgn

The Stories within the ‘Shaharazad’ story are...
“he Liftle Bagaar
Es Sindbad
A Hessen Bruke wind
The Wife Who Weulen™t Eat
Tre Envious Sisters
Story Withou® #n Cdivg

£ 90 rmites. o 3 20




Biography

Duncan Alldridge — Diractor
Duncan teaches Drama snd Thealre
at Strode's College Egham and has
been @ member of The Questors since
1994. He has worked on many
productions al The Questers, last
appearing in This Happy Breed
(2005). He has directed A Clociwork
ange (2001} and There'li Always be
tford (20061, which he co-wr
v Chapman. Ths
praduslion with Questars Youth
Theatre. Duncan is Co-Artistic
Directar ishthealre, 8 young
expanding theatre company
specialising in conternporary new
Duncan has
professional training in writing,
devising, shysical theatr= and
stage combat

writing and devisis

Knives in Hens

8 — 23 February 2008
In the Studio
An cutstanding modern play

presented in reperloice over
wo waeks.

The Country

9 - 22 February 2008
In the Studio
An autstanding meder play

presented In repertoire over
two weeks.

A Servant to Two
Masters

1 -8 March 2008

In the Playhouse

Like the besl of farces, the plot
is pure whippsd cream.

The Caucasian Chalk
Circle

8 - 15 March 2008

In the Studio

Brecht uses starylellng Lo explore
deep themes.

The Railway Children

21 - 29 March 2008

In the Playhouse

A well lowsd famiy classic with

serous Messages a

Pluase teke time 10 have o look
when visiting the

For details on upcoming
exhibitions or on exhlbiting
your work, please contact
Jane Mason in the Questors
Office on 020 8567 0011.

Dinner

25 - 29 March 2008

In the Studio

Invitations. are gang aut for the
dinner party from hell.




Questors E-News direct to your Inbox

Get all the latest news and offers for our shows
by joining our e-mail lists.

= You can thoase 10 reseive short snippels
of information every week or sa, or longer
found-ups every morh — ar both if you wish

+ We'll keen the e-mails as shorl and
simple as possible — because we kiow
you'd preter it that way.

o And we'll have an unsubserioe faclity
{which actually warks} &t the LOTtOM
of every message!

It's easy to sign up - just a few clicks is all it takes.

Visit www.questors.org.uk/e-news.himl
and you'll start getting our E-News in your Inbox.

Many members join just to see shows, but there is so much
more on offer to Company Members. So why not get involved?

rrom ol House s & great place Lo starl,
previcus experisnce is neadad for sel

and whatover jour
au have some

Jodeihed (il b ez O
g, bt if nct then we offer various g
cilios. Toa Queslors have 3 e
of 500, AN 1 1 NG TS, Bernie wan g
1 8et Tt first wake 20 sudition. are hed
h- 50 T vou havs some saining o
xpariena of aclicg, call 16 Mests Offics

Trere s iy uler aeliiles v o
12 hela aur. If you're ee curirg dagtime:
car el ik our months mailing or del

E
if yau waule: like
information about Comaary membars hip.




