www.questors.org.uk i THE

Finc aut all shout our farthcaming procuctions — U ESTO RS
along with & ot of cther information sbou: The

Questars - a7 our web site.

Stay in touch

lust serd us your details, and we'l keep you
nfored asaut our feitheaning produstions at
The Questors.

ou can sither wrle, phone or erieil s will your details.

Join us

If yeu enjoy teatre, why "ot join us and become
a menber of The Questors?

It you enjoy & regular night out at the theatrs with
friends, why not become a member of

The Questors? As a Playgoer Member, you'l
recaive a 20 per cent iscount on your licket t
mast Questors procuctions, free tickets for your
ehiigran 1 most Questors praductons, regular
information sbout cur produstions. and
memoershin of the Grapeviag Bar, 50 you aan THE QUESTORS THEATRE
come and enjoy a qulet evenlag in the Grapeving 12 Matts ane
throughout the yeer,

Or you could join a5 @ Comparty Member and

receive a 50 per cent discount on your ticke and
opporiunities Lo gel irvoled in our producticrs, in
additon t all the benefits for Playzosr Mentbers.

AFTER MAGRITTE

by Tom Stoppard
BLACK COMEDY
by Peter Shaffer

The Playhouse
26 January - 2 February 2008

You can get al of this far just £26.00 for
Playgos: membership and £52.50 (£34.00
ors) for Campany memsarship, with
diseounts for payment ay Dirsct Debit

You can find Membership Application ‘orms in the
Boi Office Fayer, o7 just phons the Theatre Office.




Welcoma [0 The jars Theatre, one of
Loncien's best kept secrets  except o its
2,000 members.

How do | knaw about The Questors? | am
proutt to- have been its Presicent for sver 20
11928, 1t has since grown
& omimunty thestrs In Zurape
with a reautation for the hizhest 5
bt in d rection £rd cesign
it sa iy man
have 5 waalth of talent to call on for 3l
aspets of procuslion, and members are
enceuraged ta be as ectively imvoled 25
they would liks, Atermatively they simaly
enjoy te sacial side of the elub, Inclicig
the friendly Grepevine Bar ane of the peris
of meribershig} ang the many and vied
sh0ws In our 370-5est Playhouse theatre
and aur mere intimate Sudio et

Tre Questars runs a profeseionally
recognised twegsan aolirg course in
canjunction wih Kingston Ca lege

& are also
fiee hackstage
comaanies Tom home end ab
regUlar a0t exhILIONS aNG WOPREIapS, ANG
The Questars Youth Theatre. Ini short,
theatra Is somalhing for everone, and with
anrual membershis from £22.00 to £62.50
depording on your chosen level of

aommitment, 1's greal valus o0
meney &s well.

But dan'l jusl Lake my word for it The next
tme voure 0 Ezlrg, call nie the Grageving
inhr on any Wecnesday svening &t 8o for &
fres tour of the theatre and @ dink an us!

Waorth [soking into?
Definitely!

Dame Judi Dench
President of The Quesicrs Theatre

Ja

AFTER MAGRITTE
by Tom Stoppard

BLACK COMEDY

by Peter Shatfer




After Magritte and Black Comedy

It would be hard to deny that the authors
thoth, as it happens, Jewish} of Lhess
two plays are among the most important
olaywrights of the late 20th century
(and Indeed, since both are still alive
and writing, the sary 21st century).
These two farces have ne intention other
than to entertzln, yet they both bear the
halimarks of great playwrights at thelr peak,
&nd bath plays were written between
the raspective authors’ first and secand
major succasses with full length plays.

TOM STOPRARD spent his early years as
a refugee. He was born Tormas Straussler
in Czechoslovalia in 1937, but when te
Nazis invaded in 1939 his family moved
to Singapore, Two years lster, when the
Japanese invaded Singapore, he was
evacusted 1o India, while his father rerained
in Singapore as a British army volumeer
and died in @ Japanese prison camp after
capture. In India, Stoppard received an
Englisn education, and following the
remariage of his mather to an Englishman
iy the narme of Stoppard, he moved to
England in 1846, where he continued his
aducaticn, leaving school st 17. He novar
went to university, bt worked as & joumalist,
including two spells as a drama criic,

and bogan writing plays. He was noticed
almost immediately, and after a few minor
successes, began wark on his fi
r " and G
are Dewd, This went through severa
transitions {in an early version was
workshepped &t Tne Questors) kefare
ereating & sensation at the National Theatre

g

in 1967. Before his next big success
at the National, Jumgers, Stoppard wrote
several one-act plays, including After
Magritte, which premicad al the Green
Banana Restaurant in 1970, He has since
gane on o wiite such major dlassics as
Travestics iseen at The Questors in 2003,
Arcadia and The Coast of Uiopia, His mast
recent play was the award-winning Rock
‘n’ Roll in 2006.

If there is & nallmark to Stop; s work
it is that no matter what the subject matter
or styla, there is slways an underlying
philosophical theme, Exch play is more
than it seems at first sight, and is often
intellactually and structurally complex;

it is almost always alse very clever,
Stoppard lkes o tie together a lot of
disparate strands into a coherent whale
This is as frue of a short, light farce like
After Magritte as it is of his more serious
word. He takes ss his starting paint

an absurd tableau, of the kind that might
be sean in & painting by the surrealist
arlist René Magritte, and graduslly builds
up & logical justification for iz, thus
demonstrating that absurd theatre and
art are nevertheless rooted in real fife
Indeed the inspiration for the play came
from a real lite anecdote: A friend of
Stoppard's had a couple of peacocks

in the garden, end one escaped while

he was snavirg. He had ta cross & main
f0ad 1 caleh it, and he wes standing

in his pylamas with shaving foem an his
face hoding the peacock, when the traffic
started going by. Ha observed that amone

passing by in 3 car at that moment would
not have believed el eyes.

For those who are not familiar with
Magritte’s witty, nor-naturalistic pairtings,
it may be helptul to understand hat

a great many of them contain images.

of wbas znd bowler nets.

PETER SHAFFER was born in Liverpool
in 1928, the twin brotnar of e plapwright
Anthany Shaffer (the authar of Sieuti.
He moveu Lo London at the age of nine,
and was educated st 5t Paul's School.
He spent thires years' natlonal service
during the war working in 2 coal mine,
bslare going to Trinity College, Cambridge.
After university he spent three years in
Amersa before retuming to Londan and
working amang other things as a literary
critic and music eritic. He started witing
olays in the late 1950s and had a West
End success wilh Five Finger Exercise
which ran for twa years at the Comedy
Thestre. However the play that really
LrouEt fim attertion was the major classic
The Rayal Hunt of the Sun, performed
oy the National Theatre n 1864

In 1565, the National Theatra had commitied
themselves to a procuction of Strindoerg's
Miss n 10 Gpen in Chichester and mowe
to the Old Vis, ard wers Iooking for 2 pisce
10 campiets & doune bill. The announcenent
had to be mads i1 = few days and they

had nothing, Kennstn Tynan (the National's
literary manager), lunal

menti

reluctantly Iossed him an ides that ne
had, based en & clessic Chinese sheich,
in which tvo men fought a duel in the
dark, but with tha stage fully It. Erthused,
Tynan winiskes qim off i see Laurence
Olivier (the artistic directar), where he
describea the ides. Snatfer stressed
that he nad no plet, no shape and na
charactors - it was just an ‘dea: and he
was ahout Lo g Lo Mew Yark to write

a film scripi. However Olivier took

a deep breath, said “It’s all golng ta

be thilling”, and Shaffer found himself
commissioned Lo produce a play that
ne hardy had time te write, with no more
than the mast
and which had
publicised &nd had its first night s

It was, n O wicrds, 8 farce writien
under farce conditians™. Writes and rewrtes
kept crossing the Atlantic, revisiors were
still being made right up to the first night.
rehaarsal time was very limited because
the cast wers simultansously working
on twa cther preductons, &rd there was
not a single preview before press nght.
But, necdloss to say, Biack Comady was
a stumi seing its suderces
iterally ralling in the eisies in agony,

Shaffer has since gorie on 1o write other
irchuding the world famous
s and Amadedus,

David Emmet

alassins EaL




AFTER MAGRITTE

by TOM STOPPARD

BLACK COMEDY THE CREW

by PETER SHAFFER

. . ’ I Diractar Devid Emmet
First performance of this production: 26 January 2008 ) Deslgner Clsire Deil
J Costume Designer Sars Andiens
Ugnting Designer Ben Sandfard
THE CAST Sound Designar Wartl Choules
Stage Managers. Hartin Chouies
Pam ln
AFTER MAGRITTE Jo Nallhsws
Reginald Harrs Dauid Hovztter Deputy Stage Manager Mercedes De Lahits
Thelma Harrls. Erma Hounsell Properties Claudia Kees
Mather Michele Weidok Gonstruction
PC Holmes fussell 7
Chief Inspector Foot John Deens
Drapery Jo Matthaws
Zine Gilinou:
Scane: 4 house In a nortn London subura, 1971 Russell Fleet
Running time: abaut 30 nirus Set Palnting Hron Blake
Jerny Richanson
Al Marker
S Fiying Joc Schr
[NTE 0 MINUTES Assistant Stage Managers Keth Rastum
watker Wubgar
Lighting Oparators Geoin Clersin
Itzjan snams
BLACK COMEDY ;
Sound Operators. Rhianron Sevan
Brindsley Miller - Marshal Wagra Kurek
Carol Melkatt uesgEa P Make up and Hair Camering Trankel
Miss Fumival Arng Sawk-idge Caraling Settan
Colenel Melkett Alan Wadock Programine Editor Fenelope Maclachian
Harold Gorringe tusasll Mot Programme Deslgn and Print CorBIEIThIE K 201
Clea o Wz
Schuppanzigh Paul Wingurl ] Eupronium kindly Insnen oy Faling Strings ang Herwell B-ass Band

Bamberger chi

topher Hodgso~ 3

vy Spacial thanss 1 Jorathias Bumey, whe was to Fave playec PG Holmes

Soene: 2 flst In Victorlan 1inus in Suuth Kensingron, <963,
Running time: atou 1 hour 15 minuies. Thariks to;
Hatin Storer, Mike Hagan. Tir Hayware, Pul Wilsen, Rafl, Fawel Sewa
Aoty erdnnakl, Gl e, Franceis Langton, Tm Edwares, Richand Mea.
Chris Ecwarzs, Peter Colins




Biographles

John Downs (Foot) first appeared at
The Questors 20 years ago in Siood
Wedding. Other productions have includsd
Benefactors, The Typisis and most recently
Arsenic and Gld Lace. His absences
have been filled with community
praductions in Buckinghamshire.

Russell Fleet {Harald Garringe) joined
The Questors in September 2006
and after taking part in & new actors'
showcese, he has appeared in Bloody
Poetry, as Balthasar in Much Ado About
Nothing and as Hysterium in A Funny
Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum.

Emma Hounsell (Thelma) trained at
Webber Douglas and joined The Questors
a year ago. She has previously appeared
on stage and in film, and took part in

& new actors’ showcasc last year.
This is her first Questors groduction,

David Hovatter (Harris) joined The
Questors in 1983 and his first production
was Charley's Aunt. Since then he has
become a stalwart, appearing in a great
many productions, most racently
Afer the Dance, Richard i, Much Ado
About Mothing and R.U.R. He has also
occasionally turnec his hand to directing,

Tristan Marshall (Brincsley] came to
The Questers from Northern reland

a few years ago since when he has acted
in Suddenly Last Summer, A flussian
in the Woods, Oh! What a Lovely War
and as Lord Byran in Bloody Poetry.

Jo Maw (Clea) joined The Quastors
& year ago and is playing her first part
here, though she took part in & new
sclors’ showcase |ast year, She lrained
at St Mary's University College and her
previous experience is in theatre and 7lm
and telavision.

Jessica Payne (Carol) joined The Questars
only in the autumn of 2007, having studied
drama at Hull University. Previous plays
have been at Hull and on the Edinburgh
Fringe, but this Is her first apoearance
of any kind 2t The Questors.

Anne Sawbridge {Miss Furnival) trained
in Tre Questors Student Group {Graup
381 25 years ago and has since appeared
in numerous produstions, including Daisy
Fuils it Off, The Art of Success and mast
recently After the Dance, The London
Cuckolds and The Lady in the Ven.

Paul Vincent (Schuppanzigh) has been
a member of The Questors for 25 years,
appearing in many productions, ncluding
Hamtlet, Daisy Pulis it Off, and most
recently Travesties, The Londan Cuckolos
and Much Ado About Mothing.

Alan Waldock {Colenel] was ar actor
al The Questors in 1879-1962, playing
Alceste in The Misanthrope,
in Pygmalion, Becket in Murder in the
Cathedral and Tesman in Hedda Gabler.
He lived in Americe for 28 years, and
has recently returned to The Questors.
acting in Dog in the Manger and as
Jaggers in Great Expectations,

Michele Waldock {Molher] was a member
of The Questors in the late 1970s and
early 1980s, bt has since acled with
warious companies in Portland, Oregon,
whers her roles included Emily Stilson
in Wings, Delia in Bedroom Farce and
Petruchio in The Taming of the Shrew.
She returned to The Questors stage
last year in The Trojan Women,

David Emmet (Director} trained in
The Questors Studant Group and has
diregted 48 productions at The Questors
since 1978, the most recent being
Early Morning, The Clandestine Marriage,
Far Away and More Adventures in Time
and Space. He is also the Directar of
Studies for the Student Group.

Claire Dell (Designer] trained in thaatre
design at Central 51 Martin's School
af Art, and first came Lo The Questors
to help on A Funny Thing Happened on
the Way to tha Farum, This is her first
design for The Questars.

The Country &
Knives In Hens

8 - 23 February 2008

In the Studio

Two outstanding mogern plays
presented in repertoire over
two weeks.

Qur regular art sxhibitions offer a
wonderful oppertunity for local artists
10 dlisplay their work_

Please take time to nave a look
when visiting Ihe thaaire

For details on upcoming
exhibitions ot on exhibiting
your work, please contact
Jane Mason in the Quesiors
Office on 020 8567 0011.

Arabian Nights

19 - 23 February 2008
In the Playhouse

Tne Questors Youth Theabre presents
a faniastically thealrical production
full of tall Lales and adventure,




Questors E-News direct to your Inbox

Get all the latest news and offers for our shows
by joining our e-mail lists.

* \ou can choase to receive short snippets
of information every week or so. or longer
round ups every month - ar both if you wish!

 We'll keep Lhe emails &s short and
slmple as possible — hecause we Know
you'd prafer it that way.

= And we'll have an unsubscribe facility
fwhich actually works) ai the bottorm
of every message!

It's easy to sign up - just a few clicks is all it takes.

Visit www.questors.org.uk /e-news.html
and you’'ll start getting our E-News in your Inbox.

Getting the most

from your membership

Many members |oin just to see shows, but there Is so much more on offer to
Company Members. So why not get involved?

Frortof Hause is 3 great place ta start. Ko
previous experense ‘s needad for selling
tevarding or serving in the

I you
want to mees aeople and haws a good line,
then the best place to be is behind the
Grapevine Bar - and vou can voluntesr for
Just ane night cr soveral.

Ransstage staff — including swge
matagars, prop makers, set bulders
pairters ard wendiobe staff — are al
welearmed, anc o you
find & place for you, If you hawe some
exgerience then The Questors is a
wondsriul spacs o bs a designer. But sven
wilboul esparianca, yau nan nalp aut an
snows. Gne vou're sure to get some
Fands-on expacienica, The same goes for
lging 37¢l sound - the Playnouse and
Studio ere both wellequipped and excellert
places o learn.

15

Yau oan dirsct If you have same sxper
o traning. but i nat then we offer various
leaming oppertantes, The Duestors have 4
high standerd of acting, and Lo ek
this, everyons wart'ng to sct must firs
e autition. These ara teld evary Morth
50 f you have some i1 ng or experience
of acfing. call the T Qlfice: for details
of the fortheoming suditions.

There are mary olier activities sod car joir
into helo cut. If you're free during
daytimes, vou sar helg wilh s manthly
mialling or dalivering le3fless, anc i you're
hangy with martenance then there are
alwzys [l Jobs w0 be dane.

Ony Campany members can take aart
I aur activites, so please cont
Thestra Off 1w 1l i
rowed or recels further armatian
about Company membershin,




