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Charley’s Aunt

rst performed at the
Theatre Royal, Bury 5t Edmonds on 28th
February 1892, before transferring to the
Royalty Theatre in London and then to the
Glabe. Starring W.F.Penley, a popular
comadian who hat made ki reputation
in the Gilhert and Sullivan operas, and
with Brandan Thomas himself a5 Sir
Francis Chesney, it wee an instant
sucoess, rUnning for & record 1,456
performarces. It opened in America in
1883, where it alzo rar for more than
fou 5. It has basn filmed five times,
once with Syd Chaplin (Gharlie's brater),
once with Artaur Askey (under the
wince-making title of Charley's Big
Hearted Aunt] and. mest famously, with
the great American comedian, Jook
Benny, A role call of the a01ors who fiave
played Lard Fancourt Bakbedy reats like
a Wha's Who of great comedians. and
incluges Ray Bolger ithe Scarscrow in
The Wizard of 0z, Morman Wisdom,
Frankie Howerd, Mel Smith and Griff Rhys
lenes. Straight actors oo neve payed
the part: Jose Ferrer, Jakn Mills in a
celebrated production dirscted by Sir
John Gielgud) s Michas] Kitehen anong
them. Even Danny La Rue and Jahn
Inman had @ g0, although | can't
say I'm sorry to have missed the former
performance. Frank Loesser (of Guys and
Dails farne] turned it into the musical
Wiere's Citardey?, now besl remembered
for the classic number Once In love witk
Aoy, It has been tra into wirtually
cvery language under the sun. and had

the comrades of Brezhne's USSR rolling
in the aisles when it appezred in Moscow
in 1975 under the title Heflo 'm Your
Auntie (aaparently thal line's 2 belter in
Russian), Thare i5 even a Danish mu
wersion, which had 5 big hit with Babbs's
song Der sv SV3ErT &t vaere 8n kuinde nir
#il dags, Apparently that translates as it's
hard Lo be & woman nowadays. | don't
Know I that was an aarly Eurovision Song
Contast antry, But it ainly sounds as
though it shouid have besn. Perhaps it
should have besr included in Festen. It
woild have chesrsd mallers up no end

S0 what makes the play so successful?
Obwiously, the first reason is that it is

Iy
siliyass Bahis dragged up as the old
frump of an aunt, and his pursuit by the
money grabbirg Spettigue. But aside from
the farce, what makes the play so
anduringly spasaling is that It (= alse &
great romantic comedy without an ounce
of malice. It is. quite simply, the most
good-naturad, haspy play sver wiitten.
None of yaur French bougoir eynicism
fere; 1his is & Lale of quintessential
English decency — dashing chaps end
gorgeous girls all brought together in the
most perfectly cantrived farcical plot.
Charley's Aurit hag survived for inare
than 100 years, and | see no reasan why
it shauld rot za an far many hundreds
more. Working or the play has been an
uralloyed plezsure.

Francis Lioyd

Enjoy the
comedy

4 - & August 2008

Support our procustion of Charley's
Aunt at the Minack Theatre on the
¢liffs at Porthourna in Cornwall

Open Day

Saturday 13 September 2008
fram 12 - Bpm

Discover what goes on behing
the scenes rour theatre,

Qur regular art
exhibitions offer a
~— wonderful oppartunity
for local artists to

display their work.
» Please take time
i 1o have a look when
5 visiting the theatre.

For details on upcoming exhibitions or on
) exhibiting your work, please contact Jane Mason
. in the Questors Office on 020 8567 0011.




CHARLEY’S AUNT

by Brandon Thomas
First performance of this production: 21 June 2008

THE COMPANY

Jask Chesnisy Henry Lewis
Brassett Michael Hoyes
Charley Wykeham Charlie Cail
Lord Fancourt Babberley anthony Curran
Kitty Verdun Marianne Waile
Amy Spettigue anor Misselarook
Sir Francis Chesney Paul Francis
Stephen Spettizue Alsn Waldock
Donna Lucka €' Alvadorez Sarah Marrison
Ela Delahay Chioe Lewis
Director francis Lioyd
Stage Manager Clarg Wistson
Set Design Hlison Gregary
Lighting Design Maitin Stoner
Lighting/Sound Operator el Pereia
Wardrobe Nichala Thormas
Therese Andarsan
Costume Designer Saymand Childe
Ladies’ gowns made by Jean Derty, Sue Peckitt, Therese

Anderson, Pem Smith, Jennie Yates,
Sugen Millheuse, Janis Ferber

Men's costumes organised by Micho'a Thomas

Wardrobe Asslstants Anne Neville
Basla Kapuscinska

Deputy Stage Manager Bernice Wolf

Assistant Stage Managers Chrls Edwards

Heary Braom

Construction Clive Whicroft,
Edwarts, Penny Lilie, Gordon Miller,
Geoffrey Margan. Sarjay Ramaura,

ard Willams, Paul Wilson
Hair and Makeup Katy Richards e Wi
Caraling Se iTh e Minagh)

Rebecca Davies, Helen Gam,
Gaoriells Thorps

Programme Editar Panalope Maclact
Programme Design and Print Considerthisuk com
Thanks to:

Julie: Grutlencen, Don Kin

i, Parm Smith, Migel Worlsey, Paul Wilson

Act 1
lack Chesney's rooms, 5t Olde's Collegs, Oxford. Moring

Aot 2
Exterior of Jagk Chesney's rooms. Afternoen

Act3
The trewing room n Slephen Spettigy

5 House, Morth Oxlord, £

Tho piay us for 2 hours and 20 minutes, neluding tws intecuats,



Biographies

Charlle Canill - Charey Wyketam
Charlie has doe

Qurkam Univers ty, Parts included Brutus
in Jutius Caesac Skinny in Majo and mast
recently Joe Pitt in Angels
Ansr gracuating last

Raymond Childe - Costume Deslgner
After vaining as 3n actor at Guildhal Scheol
of Music end Draima. Raymand worked

professianally In weekly rep and tourng

lics for soveral years, Roles included
Winstow Bay and Mr
Darcy in Pride and Preiudice, I a change of
eer, Reyrond spent 20 years ot Tham
on designing costumes. For The
Questors, Raymand has acted in and

sl
he Country Wi
Tartufte, A Lt

5 ey, "n’le Merchant of Venice,
The Cherry Orchard, Oliverd and Peter Pan.

Anthony Curran - Lord Fancourt Babberley
Anthony |s & graduate of Student Group 47
ang has been an scling member since 1394
Armong his favourite parts sre Kite in The
Recruiting Officer, Tony Lumpkin in She
Stoops to Conguer and Estregon in Waiting
for Godot. He recently starres as Truffalding
n The Servant to Two Masters.

Paul Francis - Sir Francis Chasnay

Paul has been a member of The Questars
for many years and has played parts rsnging
from Badger in The Wind in the Wilows ta
& maneating plat In Little Shop of Horrars.
Leading rales Inelude Judge Braci in Hadda
Gabler s Aenl in King

Michael Hayes — Brassett
This is Michael's third aposarance at The
Questors. He played Larry In the Serchein
Irusical Compsny, e, ang The
show

King in 1asl yasr's C

orthy sppearance In the
eet In The Drioking Gourd
and The Devil In The Aing of Soul

Chioe Lewis — Eta Delahay

Gnioe most reently anpeared as Biddy in
Great Expectations. She also played Stela
in A Streetar M
toles have included Mary Brennar 1 Our
Colntry's Gooo at the Theatre Top o
Yark, Jacie 333 in Comie Potential o the
argate Theatrs, York and Stiggyvinnle in
Talagrammaton st the Smimof? Underbelly,
Edinburgh Fringe,

Henry Lewils ~ Jack Chesney

Henry has ecn at The Questors for five
years. He was a member af the Youth
Thealre and the Introductory Student
Group. e will start training ot LAKDA this
yesr Questors cradits include: Guards!
G and Peter

o s Include:
TPi= C"‘Erry UrcPi”m and Hesurraction.

ncis Lioyd - Director
Francis joined The Questors in 1994,

cting roles since then include Johin
in Dlzannz Henry Cart In Travasties and
Wicksteed In Habeas Coerpus. For The

Questors he has directad Aftar the Dancs
and Fri n Pasl

Eleanor Misselbrook - Amy Spettigue
This is Eleanar’s first role after becoming
an acting memasr of The Questers this
She graduated from Lccda University wilh
ai aeling e
it lowe: of he
woiking with such & great campany,
alongside soms grest comsdy actors. She
hopes this s her first perfarmence of many
10 eome at The Questors.

ed Desire in 2004. Other

Sarah Mortisen — Denna Lueia d'Alvaderez
This shaw wil be Sarah’s 4th production
with The Questars, but only the secand tme
sne will Aave aeen to the Minack since first
oppearing there in The Aivals way tack in
1861 Recent performance Include Domina
in A Funny Thing Mapoened on the Way ta
Forunr and Elhel in This Happy Brecd.
aurite roles from the past include Truvy
lagnolias and Marlene in Top (ins.

Martin Stoner - Lighting Design

Martin has desizred the lighting for many
Questars preductions aver the years.
Retently he cesignse the lighting far Time

¢ Tieng Again and for Arseic ane id
Lace. He has been a mamber of The Guestors
fur more years har he cers to sl

Marianne Waite - Kitty Verdun
After jaining The Questors in 2008,
Marlarne anpearsd a5t June in the secand
Actors Showcese by Company, as Aoril.
Marizane amendse Stagewise Theatrs School
end wes @ member of Baurnemouth Little
Theatra In her home town 0 Dorset, where
certs and

A Woman

of Ne Imnoor,

Man Waldock - Stephen §,
Iter 8 2year sooum n the New World, Man
Is delighet to be traading the bosros wih The
Questors orce more. Recent appearances

include J'_n'em Comedy (Calonel

Clare Watson — Stage Manager
Clare has Workes In various capacties in
aver 12 groduesions durng the five years

she has been 3 member of The Ques
She has recently taken on Lhe role of
Brocuction Direatar, belping all Questors
orustuctions rwn smoolhly.

rs

A Midsummer
Night's Dream

12 — 19 July 2008
In the Playhouse

Shakespeare's camedy enchants.
us with its romance and magic

Bedroom Farce
by Alan Ayckibourn

Opens 22 September 2008

Comedy of modern life from the
ever-popular Ayakbourn.

Macbeth

by William Shaksspeare

Opens 31 October 2008

Shakespeare’s powerful tragedy
of ambition and destiny.




Questors E-News direct to your Inbox

Get all the latest news and offers for our shows
by joining our e-mail lists.

* You can chonss to e short shippets
af information ewery week or so, or longer
round ups every month = ar buth if you wish!

* We'll keap the e-mal's as short and
simple as possible — because we know

vou'd prefor it that way.

* and we’ll have an unsubscribe facility
{which actually works} at the botiom
of every messagel

It's easy to sign up — jusl a few clicks is all it takes.

Visit www.questors.org.uk
and you'll start getting our E-News in your Inbox.

Many members join just to see shows, but there Is so much
mote on offer to Company Members. So why not get invalved?
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