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Laughter in the darkness: the seriously funmy Moira Buffini

ft's something even Moira Buffini finds difficult
10 explain. Her slays heve dark themes and
are never far from Tragedy. et her writhg

& Litingly funny. “it's strange,” she teld
an Interviewear far HlL. independant after
the play premierac at the Nalional Theatre
in 2002, “Every time | try to write about
something really serious, it goes funny
o me, PostSeaterber 117 | felt | needed to
writs about & warld ot of olrt. Sa | elibestel
made the characters in Dinner intelligent,
scucated, libaral, selfish, miserzla peosle,
wtth @ sorituel and morel vecuum at their
neart. “It's a tragedy. really. There's bload
on the capel. But | got away with It because
's 80 bloody funny.

The plawwr it desoribes herself as
compulsive writer, an says thet with Dinner,
the scrint came togethsr quick]
nad an experience like it she says.

“It literslly fail oLt of me onto the paper.”

When she was waltng for Dinnerta tansfar
to the Wesl End, Buffini sald sne firmly
Ihat audiences were hungry for
plrys with mesning, and did not want o feel
ripped aff at the end of the evening i the
theatre, Fer principal charactars usually find
themselves in the midst of tragecy, facing
an uncertaln fuwre. it is semething Buffinl
s fernilier with from her awn femily bacigrourd.
died ir a car orash when sha was
fuur years old. Her molher Susan, an rish
nurse, was pregnant at the time. Despite the

obvious herdship, she managed ta oring
up fer young family alone.

“Her adamant refusal to accept being Teated
Ik the weeping widaw. her determinatian,
her compiete assumation that we would
o all 1, even though there was only one
parent, wes amazing,” Buffin told The Guardian
in @ revealing interview last vear, It is clear
this childhood tragedy, ard her mothar's
conviction that the family wauld survive,
had & profound impact on the young Burini,
ond 1t cantinues to influence ner writing.
funny how a thing like that affects
you," she explainz. "Nothing i sure In this
worl, ard the futura (sn't rosy. That's what
1 explare in my work — thal uncertainty.

Wlaires Burfini became hooked or thesire while
groming up in Manchester, The artistic dirsctor
of the cty's “enawned Royal Exchange thectre
wBs & patent at the hosaital whers her mother
worked as @ nurse. He left free tickets for
the ward staff, and the young Malr bezan
her love alfalr with the slage. She was
nesmerised by Ihe whole experense.

We saw Shakespears, Backatt, Brit
European, world theatre, Greek Tragec,
Moliérs,” says Bt "t was unbelievabls.”

h,

Leaving school, 518 was In o doubt whers
fer future ey, She studied English and Drama
al Goldsmiths” College, and ral d as an
actor &t lhe Welsh College of Music and
Drarna. She acted professionally for five years,

anct 09 of her first jobs was teashing drams
1o warran In Hollowsy Frison, But in the end
it was a bum desire Lo wite that determined
the course of fer uireer. A serles of scelaimed
productions, and & string of ewards,
established Buffini &5 a fising star o 2 ne
wave of British dramatists in the 1990s,

Eulfini's plays are rotable for their strorg
fermale chareclors, perheps anather scho
som Rer childhaod. Jordan, a monclogue
written with Anna Reynols
Guild eward for the hest Fringe piay
Her performance on stage Hisp wan hor
a Tire Qut zcting eward, Her second
Blavatsky's Tower, also appeared on the
Fringe. She wrolc Gatned far the Soho Theate
in 1997, winning both the LWT Plays on Stage
awart and the Meyer Whilworth eward

Her 1992 play Slence was commgsiened
by the National Theatre Studio. #nd was
pracuced! by Birminzham Rep and Plarmdb's
Theatre Reyal. It wen the Susen Smith
Blackburn Prize for the best Englishlanzuars
play by & woman. In 2001, Lovepiay was
produged by the RSC.

Tren in 2002, Dinner was staged in the
Malicnal Theatrs Loft. Despite ts dark
themes, it was naminated for an Olivier
Meerd far thee yerr's aost comedy. BUT despits
the gowing reviews, ste ¢ritcs guestioned
the ending. Buffini rewarked the final aot
before the play transtered w Wyndha
Thaatre In the West End in 2003, The two

endings are quite
version iz really blesk, Some prefer the orginal
g, which Is the one wie ars performing
this ewsning, The seript puslished by Feoer
& Faber fealures the revised version. shoud
you wish to compare the tvo endings

after Binner, the demands of matherhood
ledl Bullfini to put her own plays on hold for
awhile. She wrned to screenplsys and stege
adapt; 5. London's Almelda Theatre
producsd Dying For 1, adaptsd from

¢ ty Nisolai
dman. At the end of lasl yaar she tok
the 1850s children’s book !
Drcams and trred it i & Crristmas
orodudten far the Almeids

ith ner guin ghildian naw at sshoal,

Netional Theatre 5 pert of & project tat

ENCOUMESS YOUNE SEURS t perform wirks
by nariemacrary plagwrights. She hes also
beer working o & PUber of Screenalays for
film 3ad television, some sl In developm

Having survives the slesp<denrivalicn phase
of parenthood, Moira Buffini says she has
pol ber brain biack. Thare Is clsary & lot mors
10 come from this high'y original writer.

Disnsr remaing her best-nawn work, and
typifles her eaproach o Rer orafl. As she says
Aewselt: *I onty funy when |m being ssrious.”




DINNER

By Meoira Buffini

First performance of this production: 15 March 2008

Aperitif
The Starter
Primovdial Soup
The Main
Apacalypse of Lobstes
The Dessert
Frogesn Waste:
The Cheeseboard
Coffee

il
Paigo the hasess Lo.ise Kavenagh
Lars. a writer
Wynna an artist
Hal a scientis: Jeramy Bills
Slan a sexpa- Biffy Jaras
Mike an uninuited! guest Resert Wisey

The Waiter Inin Bazdls

PRODUCTION TEAM

Diroctor

Assistant Director

Stage Manager
Prapertios Managter
Lighting Designer

Fights Arranger

Assistant stage managers

Prompt
Makeup and Hair

Programme notos
Progiamme editor
FProgrammite design and print

Dining table made by Zyg Staniaszek

Thanks to
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Pam Cullen
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SAVE 5% OFF ALL BOOKINGS*
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hefore June 2008,

al's yaur droam destineSan

Dan't forget yoorcamsaave: 5% on oll b
46 Northfield Avenue, Ealing, London W13 9RR
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Please mention The Questars Theatre when booking

& Art
Exhibitions

Gur regular art exhibitions offer
a wonderful spportunity for luzal
artists 1o display rwork.

Festen

In the Playhouse

Describad by BRG Landon as
“powerful, poignant and
overwhelming’

Please 1ake tma 10 have & ook
when visiting the thealre

For details on upcoming
exhibitions or on exhibiting
your work, please contact
Jane Mason In the Questors
Office on 020 8567 0011.
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Questors E-News direct to your Inbox

Get all the latest news and offers for our shows
by joining our e-mail lists.

* You can choose i receive short sniopets
of informalion every week or so,
round-Ups avery moath — o bath if vau wish!

* We'll keep the emails as short ang
simple 85 possible — because we know
you'd orefer it that way.

« And we'll have an unsubscribe facility
which setually works a: the botiom
of evary message!

It's easy to sign up —just a few clicks is all it takes.

Visit www.questors.org.uk
and you'll start getting our E-News in your Inbox.

Many members Join Just to soo shows, but there is so much
mora on offer to Company Members. So why not get involved?
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