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Festen

“weleyme Lo s curlous birthday party

1 was asken tofind & chaHanA'\g play w direel
for this skol in The Queste’s ZU0R season. Restan
was one of a number of plays thal | suggestac,
1¢id nu ik thet v vl get the rights and
1was surrized ane dulighiod when we dic

Wher we ennounced FESten in The seasar | hac
members sfop me {usually i the barl and il

me whial & fantasts enalee it was. | had mors
actors &t the Fosien audlion for tan for any
ulrer piay | have alecten hasa. Homever, | alsu
hae many peosle, acli<s anel HIHAUEtan team
members, tale the trouble (o corlaGl (1 10 wish
me [uck with the show, to tell ma that they had
rend Fasten and would not be auditioning, or
waiile not e @z sble, because of the nuture
£ conterd of e pege - £ was “ne for them”
‘Thess are pacple whos: vizws ond belefs, el ous.
v segUlar, that | value znd raspact and they
geva certainly 2w me pause 1ar TEugnt.

Festen is @ pley thet dyides people. it is a pley
2 themes — love, Drothers nd sisters, ass,
deatn, svame, pull. cenial, loyalry, celebration
and ricual, power, anG C10ice, Gt above &I, “or
me, Fesien is a play about family am S0 wE
have iried o plave te “siory lensan
amily ce sbratng Holge's ol uwumm E
heart of aur prouction.

FESTEN — DOGME — THE FILM — THE PLAY

Fesran started o in 1998 as a fiim made

L the: Danish sollectve Dogme 93, Foundsd
&5 a backlash 20758, what ey bal aved was
the prespng deth of narrstive in Hol ywood
blockbusters, Dagme creried “The wow of
chastig” - & set of 10 rules gl ey woul
ahere 10 n e flmmaking, The aim was
torreturn story Lo e heart o T S Immacng.
Festen, tIne Calebration). by Thomas Vinetber,
Mogers Rusay ant 0o 1r, Hansen, was their
firse flm. 1t went on Lo wir the cowlec Sgecial
Jury Prize &t e Gannes Fim Pastual.

Afler a numaer of European stage Adaatations
some which tourad to the UK, Divd ElGridpe’s
Englisn language version opened 5t the Alreida
Theatre i Lordur in 2004, It was nominated
tar fiwe: Clivier swards, Inelucing Bes: New Py,
1 wenl on 10 4 hugsly succasstal West Erd
transfer, winning two Evening SLandad s
for Best Brect on and Best Desigr

Eidr dge's adapeation raraing faith il o e
Dagimes [l oy SE=pINg NATAte At the Feart
0f the weting and, clsu, by ulilis g, the devices
ul 8 “ervily dinner &5 the context for & tragc
biack comety abio. L cark ‘amily secrets. Helge,
the heac of the famiy, s sixty. His femily hos
relures Hoime ta calehrats. His sldest son, the
Surviving twin, will zaisc the Tirst 1oast, 8 has
prepared & speech. The festivities bogin. This
seam nly COMINGHpIace SA7ANG 15 Tumed an
5 hean as the unfolding rewelatices Lhal b
an slmosphers of tension, anxiety ard tragedy.

%

FESTEN - THE FAMILY - TRAGEDY.

It Is anly repessary for the good man 1o 05
Aulning far & | 10 triumph®

Like almast sl great tragedy Festen is  olay
aboul families : [Me once SA57a0 Unit & &1
fy revelations Tom U Dasl 46 N TNE DrEStas
or Cemipus. Uke Hamiet or Hecuba, Fostor

is aout & son, symdlicoly ramec Chistian,
W Cestroys his fatker with sccu: o
the past. As you will s&8, Davin Exricgs
Acknowladges the plays antscedenls Wi
nureraus Hanlet references.

[ Festen & & tragedy for today tratl. wuew
b e form I 8w GlecTiors and radefnes it
fioe the medern sge. Portaps, most nomrle, &
Wichae! Billngten has commerted, *is the wey
tha characte’s preserve et sociel fiuas 1= the
fae of amazing accusations”. To lstrate b
poirt he vaules what Eemund Rurke sllegedly
830, it 15 orly neceszary for the goud man Lo
o roll g for Byl 16 1M, AN Argues that
that the real thame of Fasten is e gy of
maral Inerta.

Fustcn s @ mest conterm porary agedy beca.ss
it liuatrznes maw we use suefal rilug) Lo protent

DurEelasE O our MGst U fortsble truths

It shows us Wl con haspen [ we it 930k ard
do Ne g, | £an anly sgree with Michael 3ilinglon
witen fe says

“Fosten iS a lamMark plaEy: ons hat gves new
ife ta tragecy 1 G L wrnight
Ul of wur enctional At sy = moral vasano:

FESTEN - THE LITTLE GIRL - ALEX AND EVLYN

Ve hawe 6 n our pudlicity materal Uil
115 0 ploy sulable or audiences over
40 how 2N we A3k 5 yeung gy in 17 1
Wl e s T oo i 1o thank Aoe
and Evlyn persnls 0r allowINg T1Am
ke part and Siiin the process i od 1o

thit ine venent. Il ly, | wrote 2 letter abe.L
the production, descrbing e play's Thamss,
wllien was passes o o parents of polun iy
uitale children rom The . estor's oun
roups sectet oy cur Youth Thealre Direclor
wio hnows g will, | then Talsed 1o parenis
whn expressed an inserust o e pFong and
sent them & script tn «eac. We than mat and
discussed how tha play weull be staged, why
e Lelicns FESTEN & BN mpCIEn: anc marel
Py, the points i the Lt Gir 15 on stage
¢l repessary dressing mom a7 Ghapsrong
rgements, A o1 Umes our mair ponoarm
has bean thes this should be o pasitlve snd
Crjoyanle BxaerEnce for tam. Toey e bl
beer a oy te werk wilh and | Anps Thar ey
have enjaved it nearly 25 much as | bave,

Roger Beaumont

Halipg

ield v B
1598

What's yaur dicarm desinction?.

Dot forgel you can save 5% on o ba

i befars Juns 2608

46 Northfield Avenue, Ealing,

hard Trewel ore d
sunt on all bookings mads bafore June 2008

ORCHARD TRAVEL LTD
SAVE 5% OFF ALL BOOKINGS*

hted te announce a 5%

*Buok bafars Jurs

London W13 9RR

CALL US ON: 020 8567 4647
www.Orchardtravel.co.uk

Please mention The Questors Theatre when booking
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Biographies

John Barton - Michae!
Ioh~ Barror has oean [ n At
heatrs since Uniersity, His :om al Th
Quastors includo: o
Sasha in The Cherry Orafiard, Orn the centist in
Littie Shop of Horrors, Mesrin in The Dispute and
Shelley in Gioory Enetry, amarg athers. Ths i2
his first Scandinavian ey,

‘Caroline Bleakley — Efse

Caraline hes aposared in over 30 pays &l The
Questors neluding: iransiztions, The Rivois,
verima, Darcing AL Lughngss and Hesrtreak
House. Farts playec includs Lady Macost in
Macogtn, Hermiuns in Tie Winter's Tai
Elizabeth Practer in The Crusiie, Batty 17 L zoy
Berry, Fanny SuRR"T N NIENOTSS RCKGDY, Nurel
in Habeus i 370l Hecul i Tho Trosn
o Was 3150 Asskiénl Dvesloron Nihatas
Aikloty anG Groat Expestations

Amy Brangvyn - Pia

performec with the MNational Youth
Thealro and is a racent graduate of The Quastors
Slucunl Group. S has apoearsd in Coda &
fackbst, The Visit, Separate Tabies and ok
it at Tre Questors Thestre. |osk aut fes Sy
the forthaorming praducion of Sharfey's Aundl
Alex Codrington — Little @i

e joined T-= Guestors Youth Prog-amme i
she wes. seven years od arel has boon L ever
since., She also recently dan
of Thal's o el which twuk pace et the theatre
i March.

Eddie Conner - Ghatola

Ecdic allerdud Kountview Crama 5
wirote s first pay 2t 18, which wen the Youn
stival ot tine Royal Court Theatrs, H s
dits incluc e L, Wy Hero ara
UENt RaDOGry, He 0% olceavers for
television ang radio. He is looking forward to his
Tirst prucustivn at The Questors.

Evlyn Forsyth-Muris - Liftle Girf

Euiyn i6 10 oS olel 3l is & memibar of The
Questors Youth Theatre. She is also & member of
har scrool drama 2ub and (s AppeRfng &5 &
Brather 'n the fortheoming production of Joseal
a0 s Amezing Technicalour Dreamcoat, T
2007 she eonvared w3 Pavlig i+ the RADA fina
year proguction of by Steanen Lowe.

Jason Francis - Kim
Jason is 2 gracuate of The Questors 5310
Stucten: Group. He nss anrewef i ey
Saturday Sunsy Wandy,
Richard § and A e-cms W "m; i .,.‘m
Martin Halvey - Helmut

Festen is Martin's sezo-d produeron and e is
enjoing, It immensely. His st acling cxpericris
wlth The Guestors wirs 22 thy Friar in iuch Ado
felhitg wirlch wes quite a spitial

John Hines - Grandfattier

John fas been inveived n nume-bus procucti
with The Questors since his first parformance
n 1855, He has serfarmad with the company
in Japan, Isras anc at e Edinauran Fringe,
He (2 & memasr of T8 Guesion Remiisat oo
Rosdshon Team, He was las. soe i A
ang D Lace,

Tim Jelley - Lars

11 o 1he Questars in 2008 ard p apes
Steanen i Freacn Faste. Ha s also dosely
vl wit- the Lookow: Theatre Compary in
the Mid andz, wit~ wiom he mgulary parfors
Michael Langridite - Hefire

Wihacl Fas appoared in over 100 s incluing
Faust, Harter, Eovar el
Becoam Farme, Sienve, Treas, sw.u, the
Page, Cond. Yeems, Al My Sons, Fol
Hearthresk Mouse, 20l

Jananne Rahman - Helene
Jamar e juined The Questors n 1996, Her mos:
eara e was a6 hirs Jos in Gr
(Z007). Pr rodictans
inchice Com: The Lacy 0 8 v
2007 Litte S0 ama. s [2005), 0 1t o
1(2003), The Fearuiting Offiger (2004
rolas ’\m,.ne’*y zaasg
tiark Redrip - Pout
Mtk hs aver auting far Th Questors since
1850, H's last three parts wers Samy Samusls
in The Camedians, Teddy n Arsenic and 0
ad Graharr In fime and Tine Agaln,

Simon Reberts — Christfan
Siner sejoining Toe Questors in 2001, Simon ras
pcarcd in o number of proc.ctions, These ha
ded: Pip in Greal Expocta
Wiaitng for Godot; Juhn Aeid in After the Dange;
ant Lopankin in The Chierry Grafiard, He's loo
forwar 1o dirs
Tara Stewart - Mette
Tar joired Tre Guestors o Chiristmas, She
stucied drama st uriversity and has o
el with Tre Holpweod Playecs, Northem
where she wan Bast Supgorting Actess
. i Hare' s Ay's
Senolarstio for M Aty In Oscar Wi
o 0 o eance 2007 In e AN eland

&

Williams; 2004, and Waiting For Godl (Samul

Beokets) 2007 He has also acted in Aussiar in

the WoaasiPeter Whelsn) 2003 znd Moutl

Wiouih (Kewin Flyot) 06 2o Sreat Expentations

in 2008, He was recenlly elerled a fustee.

Jane Amold Forster — Stage Manager

Jane jonen Tre Questors in 2005. She was

iy Stage Wanager for Oiver! n 2005

then she hes sloge managed The Welr {2008}

Brixtar (20081, Trofan Women {200
s Exp (2007). She has also

eograted sound and light in extremiz,

A, Slary 7= opils St Wlaimeer

Stage Manzger in A Servant to T
anly oroke & few gasses. Trey
way from breakab es 17/ time arcand.
Alzn N Smith - Light and Seunc! Designer
Salsves [ 2nc saund 37ouls o segather
25 8 comp et design e
1388 {1972), Adering
50 11984), 1 rors recantly
it Expectit
5‘9.'5 Has enjoyed the ¢
with Festen's Director on all hl‘: previous
Quesiors’ peodu

Panz

Liz Covper - Properties
In 20024 Liz 1ok The QUGStors Ac7ng For All

and Stage Management vourses. Sino Lhar

Brcedf ong Great Exgectatians, Lz is part culary
eested in pruserties el 531 yess provided
the aropertios lor Arsenic ano 04 Lace

Peter Salulatto — Properties

Peler s veen a member from 2003, He has
“oropoed” on shows from ithe Spint te i
UL Others melude This Hapy Breed, Stiney
ive, (nto The Waode, T 2
jton, Peter Pan, aeid ok resenlly, A Sorvant
restest chal enge: a roast

¢ utver! ~ CAristnAs, 2005,

z,; Staniaszek - Constructor

Zyg has heloed creste a few seis in his Gme.
Pater Pan. Lagy in the Van, Slack Comedy wrd
oinaer s s mind. He's zzied in

Fanum. Oh,

he's diresied a bl e,

Henry Broam - Asslstant Stage Manager
Wieniber of The Questors sirce 1992, working in
Stage Manaperien, Set Construcrion and Lighirg.
Rucerl produelong includs A S8rvant it

Hiastor Expoiaiions ad 1he s Hamen.

Ruth Simpson - Prompt

RN Sirtesen has baen & member of The Questors
for 20 years a0, aMong other pradutions,
promoted Tor Tie Trofan Women, You may
occasionally soe hor looking stessec in 108 Lo
offinel

Michaal Guming - Prompt

s iss Mithiael Cuming’s 11 fd (onpting
experence at Tha Quusture, hay o
prompred far Tra Comedians and e Tr
Wiome a great way 1o see how a Jay s pul
oot e b G o e AR
fimal prestucl




Questors E-News direct to your Inbox

Get all the latest news and offers for our shows
by joining our e-mail lists.

* You can chooss to receve short snippets
of Information every week or so, or longer
round ups every merth — ar bath if you wishl

= We'll kesn the emails as short and
simple as posshble - beczuse we know
you'd profer it that way.

« And we'll have an unsubscribe fag
twhich actually works) at the bottern
of svery messagel

It's easy to sign up — Just a few clicks is all it takes.

Visit www.questors.org.uk
and you'll start getting our E-News in your Inbox.

Many members Join just to see shows, but there is so much
more on offer to Company Members. S0 why not get involved?
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‘ou can divact i ou have same espansncs or
ning, byt f 0. e e offer waric.s lesrning
oppartunities. The Questors ~sue 2 <Igh 5o
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