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Insignificance

Have you ever comparad yourse!f with
someone elss, someone famous?
Have you measured your looks,
intelligence, prawess or status against
m? Inagvertently, you have been
using the Specific Theary of Relativity.

Bul whal, you say, coes E=mc” have
10 do with toright's piay? Well, &8 the

fatress demonstrates to the Professor
n the course of their night together,
"all measuremerts of space and lime
arg nsoessarlly made ralativa to the
observer, and are not necessarly the

same for twa independent ohservers
&nd nat just space and time. As the play
makes plain, how we measure ourselves
and orhers can never be the sawe as the
others® view of themselves, or of us

& four characters In nsignificance
<, the Professor, the Ballplayer
and the Senator - will be familiar to you.
The Actrsss’s dress, (e Professor's
saculls, the Senator's katred of
Communists, the Ballplayer's jealousy:
we knaw about these people. They are
obviously Marilyn Monroe, Albert Einstein,
Jaseph MeCarthy and Jos DiMaggio.

e know who they are, what they did,
how they behaved.

Or tlo we? As the Professar say
“Hnowledge withaut understanding

is nothing’. We may measure tnese
charscters, but do we Lnderstand them?
wihat we Imagine ther to be ke may
have no basis n reality. And it is this gap
between mage and reallty that intrigues
Terry ohnson.

Sa why does Johnsan not just nane the
characters Marilyn, Einstein, McCartay
and DiMaggio? For the same reasan
These are not real peaple; these are his
measuremants of who they are. So why
does he orefer the company of characte
with whom ausiences already have tha
own relationship?

Well, thore's no great mystery," 18 says,

It's just that | find it easier lo write
people who come pre-packaged. [...]
The same thing that attracts me ta them
altracts an audience o them, in that they
kriow who they're caming to ses. They
arrve with pre-congeptions that you can
play with.”

And that's eerrainly true in Insignificance.,
Without wanting to give the plot away,
aach of the characlers is maasuring
thamselves against someone or
something else; and how they [udge each
ather is pivatal in the decisions they
make, far good or bad.

However. it is not just the Theory of
Relativity that Is examined in 1he play.
The shape of the universe. anc our place
within 1L, is 8150 sxmines and & dramatic
souivalent found.

The praface ta my edition of
yields a quote from Albsrt

significance
nstain:

*| believe with Scaopennatier that one of
the strongest Totives that leads men to
Art an Selence Is ascape from overyday
Iife with its painful crudity and hopeless
dresriness, from Lhe feliers of one's ever-

shifting desiras. With this negative motive
goes a positive one. Man triss to make
for wmsall in the fashion thal suits him
best a simpiified and irtelligible picture
of this world: ha then tries to some
extent to substitute this eosmos of ks
for the world of experience and thus Lo
overcame it. Each makss this cosmas
and its construction the alvot of his
emotional life in order to find in this w
the poace and securlty he cannat fing in
the whirlpool of personal experence.”

Se from our messurements and judlgemearts,
and apinians and comparisens we

o a world that we inhabil; one that
< & subset of the actual universe hut is
easier far us to ratieralise and control.
But whom da we look to and hold
resgonsible? The very people that we
measured in the first place 10 give us
our pesition in “aur” ward

Back to Terry Johnson:

“Tne reason people identity with celebrities
is & kind of necessity to define their
humanity in reiation to the best, or the
most extraordinary, o the T0St outré.
And that's surely Lo do with our need

10 Ury 10 define ourselves in this seary
quivering mass of humanity.”

S0 by using these famous characters and
placing them in this Imagirary situation,
Jahnsen shows the universal constant In
us 2l that we: will always Iry and reassure
ourselves by placing aurselves in some
arbitrary pecking order, and thal thase In
the public sye bear the waight of the

expectation tat comes from such
camparisons,

Interestingly it is the charscler of the
Senator who cuts rght to the centre of
this idea. Declarng himself a solipsist,
ha helieves that only he exisls, and
everyihing (and everyone) else exists anly
n his imagination. In this way ne has
perfect control over his world and it is the
"spetial people” ha dreams up wha suffer
the mental and emotional traumas of life.

The final ireny of this, as the Professar
explains in the play, is that while we
judge ourselves, the universe makes no
such judgemants: "The sters L2l us we
can walk on the grase, talk to anyone we
meet, touch those peopls, ask any
of them; the stars wor'L think the
of us. The stars won't even notice.

Deapite the scientfic terms that surface
throughout the play, you won't need

a physics degres to understand
Insignificance. lust an open ming. Don'L
tompare, don’t measure: just énjoy.

John McSpadyen
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Biographies

Terry Johnson - Author

Terry Johnson's pays include s
Unsifatia for Aduilts, Hystaria, Dsadt Funny,
O, Camping, Cmanuielie & Dick, Mitchcock
Biande and Fian, For

He has also cireeted many West Cnd
uroduman insluding ne Sew Guar The
Cuc est, Entertaining Mr Stoanc. Eitan
‘s Giasses and Dumb Show, as val as
many of his own plays, He has worked with
Chicaga's Stepaenwolf Theatrs, directing John
Melkavich in Stepnen Jefirey's The Libertine.

He has wrillen anc direcled many televsion
dramas. most rzoently Kot dnly But Always
which worn R & 8 Best Aclor BAFTA
for his partrayzl of Peter Cook

The filim version of insignifcance,
screenplay by Jolrsan, was irected cv
Micolas Roeg and was t1e official British
st the Cannes Film Fostival In 1985,

Tony Diggle - The Professor

Tory Diggle joined The Queslors in 1680
Flrst appearance Morder in the Cat
1981. Most recent appearence The London
Suskoios, 2006 (The Questors and Minack).
o the Treosurer of layer-Plapnrighis
5 ¢ aclors group that exists 1 read
and discuss new soripts, and the auther

of nine unpublished pla

Charley's Aunt

21 - 28 June 2008
In the Playhouse

This farce has delighted
audiences sinoe 1892,

Andrew Hill - The Semator
This I Andrew's frst produd
Qucsla r the second time ne's plavert
tnis role in Msigiiicance. The first accasion
vas 20 years ago in Strasburg. Andrew has
appeared in professional theatre up ai
ciown the courtry, His most recent TV wes
far 2 lopanese dramadosumentary sioul
Harold Shipman

Nassa Wrafter - The Actress
This is Messa's debut for The Questors.

Her last theslre perlommanc zall
in The Cr or Che sea Playcrs. She
has else zcted in independent short films.

an recerty begar TV presenting. She holds
an hA enlited 'The Body & Representation’
from Reading Unaiversty, where her academic
facus was o perlormance and sexuality

Anthony Green — The Basahall Player
Aatnany has bian a mamber of The Questors

ity
Suminer, The Dispute, The Lady in
van and Richard N1 He is a former member
ol the Natioral Student Thegtre Gompany
nd the Pandley Shakespeare Company.

A Midsummer
Night's Dream

12 - 19 July 2008
In the Playhouse

Shakespeare's comedy enchanls
us with its romance and magic.

John McSpadyen - Director /

Set Design Concept
jaining in 2040, lahn hes circeted
n plays for Questors, including
Trainspoiting, Dofly West's Kitchen, Road
&nd Bloody Foetry. He also directs for the
Tawer Theatre and anyone else who asks
nieely. e m retreading the
Laands ater appeaning in A Funny T
Happened an the Wey to e Forum in the
Flayhouse.

Questors, As well 85 auvising on design ang
ion for rhouse productions, he
hes students Fom Kingston

ze In his spare time he can be found
o his allotmen,

Nigel Lewis - Lighting Designer

Nigel v frequent lighling 6esgner at
The Kenneth More Theatre, [Fard and The
Queens Theatre in Hemehurch during the
1880's. Nigsl nas worked in many frings
theatres and carried out & relight for
Stanl g Exprosz. He is the founder and

w Dircetor of Ealing Lighting Design
ited.

Pam Cullen — Set Design Consultant

Pam has now been a member of The
Questers for about 18 months now. She
usualy stage maniages, her frst show osing
iy 11 the van, but is trying her hand at
sel dosign. Th1S haw wil be her second in
hiss departmant, her (sl aaing A Servant
To Two Masters.

Colin Home - Sound Designer

Colin Horme, Sound Designer, has lost
caunt of his sound designs during his 30-
plis years ot The Questors, bt nLmbers
shaws such as Richard K, Herry V. 77
Mike Hagan - Set Design Consultant Happy Brocd, A Clockwork Orangs, King
et 8 career starting &t Sheppertan Lizar and Deathirap among his fovaurites
Studios. over 20 years a1 the BBC and nine  He designed sound for the three crig
years with the Netiens| Thestre, Mixe is Coarse Acting Shows at Edinburgh, in 1o
now House &Technical Manager 3t The West End ard at The Questors.

Qur regular arl
exhibitions offer a
. wonderful opportunity
% for local artists to
play their work.

Please take time
to have a look when
visiting the theatre.

Exhlbltlons

3 For detalls on upcoming exhibitions or on
) exhibiting your work, please contact Jane Mason
in the Questors Office on 020 8567 0011.



Questors E-News direct to your Inbox

Get all the latest news and offers for our shows
by joining our e-mail lists.

* Yiu can chonse to rooeive short snippets
of infarmatian svery wesk ar so, of lorger
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* We'll keep the e-mails as shert and
simple as possible - because we knaw
you'd prefer it thal way.

« And we'll have an unsubiscribe Tacllity
{which actually works) a1 the hottom
o every message!

It's easy to sign up — just a few clicks is all it takes.

Visit www.questors.org.uk
and you'll start getting our E-News in your Inbox.
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