It you enjoy theatre, why not join us
and become a member of The Questors?
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THE QUESTORS THEATRE
12 Mattock Lare

Ealing Wa SBQ.
Box Office:
020 8567 5184
Theatre Office:
020 8567 0011

Email:
eneuinies@ouestors. ors.uk

Ealing’s Theatre

WIDOWS, CHARLES
AND STRIPTEASE

by Slawomir Mrozek, translated by Zyg Staniaszek

The Studio
10 - 17 May 2008
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www.questors.org.uk
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THREE POLISH SHORTS

WIDOWS, CHARLES AND STRIPTEASE

by Slawomir Mrozek, translated by Zyg Staniaszek

The Studio
10 - 17 May 2008

Opening hours:
7.00-11.00pm {10.30pm close on Sundays)
alsa Sunday lunehtime 12,00-2.30pm




THREE POLISH SHORTS

Oré of Europe's greal twentieth-oentury wrilers
Shart, but to the political point.
You might think that plags witten undar the

totalitarian regimes of Eastern Europe nave
little refevance today.

Butt see these thrse short pieces by the Polish
wrlter Slawomir Mrozek ang you might just
shange yaur mind

Mrozek started wiling in the s anc his
palitical themes quickly got him into trausle
with the utharities. Stipped of s Poish
nationali e was forced inlo exile, After
being hounded across Eurage by various
secret sorvices, including the Stasi, he
sventually found refugs in Masizo.

Feliowing 1he polioal fevolutions sorass.
Eastsrn Eurane, Mrozek retumed ta Fis
native: P cltizenshia
reinstate 5 in Krakow and
i stil writing todlay.

Much of his material is drewn fram the

Communist warld in which he grew up. Sut
worryingly, his plays sesin just as perlinent
to the democraties of Western Europe today,

Striptease is & faroe about freedom, actus
end perceived. Twa businessmen are thiust
ino a raam by an un
shocked, bt iritially the:
compestre as they beth atemt to rationalise
the situstior. But pressure frem ouiside
forces systematically reduces thelr options
erades their dignity. Des

sttempts ay each of then
eventually Besine utlerly complant

Chiartes is a farce about power, intimidetion
and coercion. A granciather and his grantson
«isit the oplician ta gel 8 pair of glasses for
the alder man. He is going shoating and he
WANS 1o be able 10 see claarly. T seams a
simple task, but tne aptician's canfidence
n his pracedures is quickly undermined by
e grandson, Bean he finds himself trying
0 hack out of an awkward situation, and
devises cver mere ridiculous ruscs in an
attemat to distract the grandiather snd
prandzon from their rission. But they wil
nol be deter

widows is a surreal comedy abour: life.

laves and desth, with & liberal dose of ervy,
snebbism and ane upmanship thrawn ino
170 (L CApIOFES Lo same elory ffom
two different perspsciives - male and femala,

Mrazek's wriling is sharply comical and
belangs to the genrs known as the Theatre
of the Absurd because of Its departure from
realistic sharaslers and situations. Loaded
with political anc nistorica! rsferences. his
plays make their point thraugh the
parody and setire, Miozek explores the nemms
that govern the behaviour of indhiduals: m>
dramas are losaled I simple setings, &
show numen behaviour adapting 1o uuhm\
and social syslems

This is theughtarevoking theatre, ang a rare
apportunity to see plags by one of Europe’s
great wemtisth anury weiters

Qur regular art
+___ exhibitions offer a

wonderful opportunity
for local artists to

4 display their work.

% Please take time

% to have a look when
visiting the theatre.

For details on upcoming exhi
exhibiting your work, please contact Jane Mason
in the Questors Office on 020 8567 0011.

d Travel are delighted fo annount
an all baokings mada befare Juns 20X

D't farget yo

46 Noﬁhf:eld Avenue, Ealing, London W13 9RR
CALL US ON: 020 8567 4647
www.Orchardtravel.co.uk

1 booking befer

Flease mention The Questars Theatre when booking




THREE POLISH SHORTS

by Slawamir Mrozek
Translated by Zyg Stanlaszek

Flrst performance of this production: 10 May 2008

THE COMPANY

Striptease

Man | Geoffrey Margen
Man 1l Agasting Orsini
Widows

First Widaw Hannah Whiteoak,
Second Widow Emma Haunsell
Third Widow Rhiannan Bevan
Waiter Jobn Erger

First Man Mark Hill

Second Man willian ©'Connell
Charles

Optician Dawid Hovatter
Grandson Slepher Kavanagn
Granddad Michzel Gerrard

Director

Stage Management
Lighting Designer
Sound Designer
Wardrabe

Make-up
Lighting/Sound Operator

Properties

Assistant Stage Managers

Programme Editor

Programme Design and Print

Thanks to:

2y Slaniasak
Claire Auvache
Tien Hagward
Mina Welsh
Anne Glimeur
Juliz Cruttendan
Martin Choules

Clare Auvarhe
Jemma Auveche

Hanrah Wocoman
Jemma Auvach

Perelops Maclachlan

Considerthisuk,

m

Wike Hagan, Pam Cullen, Danny Bailey and Ghvis Evwards.



Biographies

2Zyg Stanlaszek - Director
This 15 Zyg's 10th year of directing and in
that tims he has direoted 32 shorts and
seven full length pays Including Guards!
Guards! and Tejas Verdes at The Questors
He has also appearec in three productions
&l The Questors and does the oorasi
bit of set buildng,

Striptease

Guaffrey Morgan — Man |

Geaffrey Morgan has been with The Questors.

since 2003 and bean onslage ang beckstage.
: mosl recently in Kropped up oy

Conversations after 3 Bu. ial ann Lﬂc}; i
van. He sings Glibert & Sullivan with Julisn

Lignt Opera Saclety.

Agostine Orsini — Man If
Agosting is orignglly from southern Ita
and has always had the acting bug since

he played Dr. Wetsen in a sehool prosuction
of Shenock fHolmes. Since [oinmg The
Questors he has played @ variety of roles in
the production of Kncpped o by Naughty
Hsian which be enjoyer a lol and in which
he alse performed various songs

Insignificance

7 - 14 June 2008
In the Studio

A fascinating olay set in 1853

Widows

Hannah Whiteoak - Flrst Widow

Harnah Aas been 3 keen actress since
her school and unlversity days. She is a'so
one of the recent graduates 1o blossam
out of the Student Groun &t The Questors
Her roles have incluced Miss Gooper in
Rattigsn's Separste Tables and Clare
Zechanzssian in Jurenmatt's The Wsit,

Emma Hounsell - Second Widow
Emma traned al Webber Douglas Asadermy
of Dramatic Art and Joined The Questors &
vear ago. This will oe Emma’s second show
3t The Duestors, her first produstion was
After Magt

Rhiannon Bevan — Third Widow
This will b Rhisnnon's fourth show with
The Questors sroe joining as an acting
member 3 year ago. Howsver she has
perfarmed at this theatre many times with
othier companies such as Gloc Musl
Theatre and The Young Sovoyards. Qutside
Tha Quasters Rhiannon is rmmanx urar‘m
teacher and also sing
gospel choir called Lix

Charley’s Aunt

21 - 28 June 2008

In the Flaynouse

This farce has delighted
audiences since 1832,

lohn Fryar — Waiter
lohn's previous plays at The Questors
e Peter Pan, Arsenic and old Lace,

HE has wiitten several plays; Standing by
e man ang The Bloodsuckar iist.

Mark Hill — First Man

This is Mark's zond praduction with
The Questors, sfter appesing In The
Raitway Chitdren earlier this year. He

Wil joined Tho Qu
compleled The Qu
in 2606, He as payed varius rales

i)
¥ and Granddac in Saturay Sundsy Vondsy,
Richard il as Canesby and Tyrell, Servant

2o Two Masters and oy Chifciren,

A Midsummer
Night's Dream

12 - 18 July 2008
In the Playhouse

Shakespeare's comady enchants
us with its romance and magic.

Charles
i Hmmr - Optician

g
Loter this year he ks d recting lanesc
Ther Lasson/The Chairs n the Studio.

Stephen Kavanagh - Grandson
This 5 Steshen's Ffth Queslors production,
orevous performances included roles in

Richard Il Separata Tables, The Vi
As You Like

Michael Gerrard - Grandad
Michael has been a mamber of The Questors
20 years. His most recent
perfarmances were in Asenic and sid

tace and The Raitway Ghilgren




Questors E-News direct to your Inbox

Get all the latest news and offers for our shows
by joining our e-mail lists.

* You can choose o receive short sniposts
of infarmation every week or so, or longer
roUnd USS every mantn — or both If you wish!

* We'll keep the emzils as shart and

you'd prefer it that way.

= And we'll have an unsubscribe facility
(which actually works) at the hattom
af every message!

It’s easy to sign up — just a few clicks is all it takes.

Visit www.questors.org.uk
and you'll start getting our E-News in your Inbox.

Many members joln just to see shows, but there s so much
more an offer to Company Members. So why not get involved?
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