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The Marvellous Land of Oz

I didn't knew L Frank Baum wrote any mere Oz steries until | came across a mini-
anthology around the time The Questors was doing The Wzard of Cz. In fact, he
wrote fifizen further Oz stories batween 1900 and the First Werld War. Baum
was a prolific writer, constantly churning out books to pay for a lfestyle he
couldn’t really afford: a man forever losing money on grand schemes.

The Wonderfu! Wizard of Oz had been adapted for the stage as early as 1902,
and was so successiul it was still playing ten years later  Silent film versions
followed (cne including Oliver Hardy) but were not so popular,

In adapting Baum's second Oz boek, | wanted to return Lo the era in which he
wrote It and root the land of Oz In America. Baun's eriginal Wizavd story was
the mest widely read children’s book of its day. He Americanized the atypical
fairy tale, writing about places and matters he and mast Americans would know
and recognise

| decided to use songs of the period, inspired by the fact that the earlier musical
blockbuster had used the bare bones of Baum's original book as an excuse to
foist onta it entirely unrelated but papular music hall tunes. and tumn itinta a
waudeville spectacular,

| nad recently been to New York and visitec the Tenement Museum in the Lower
East Side, and thought it would be interesting to start the play in a typical
tenement. and to make the characters work in a sweatshop. The invention of the
sewing machine had revelutionized the manufacture of garments. coinziding with
huge numbers of immigrants. A series of strikes among workers in New York
(especially female workers) in the year 1908 did much to improve conditions

In that year, New York celebrated its elevation anto the world stage as a world
city to rival Eurcpean cities. The Hudson-Fullon festival celebrated the 300
anniversary of Henry Hudson's discovery of the river now bearing his name, and
the centannial of Robert Fulton's first successful run of his steamship Clermont
For two weeks, New York hosted a massive parly which included floats depicting
important events in New York's history. The festival was slso seen as a vehicle to
inspire an ite newly arrived immigrants.

Atthe same time, Caney Island was at its height A sprawling amusement park, it
attracted thousands of New Yorkers every day seeking to escape stuffy
tenements and thrill to hair-raising rides or refax on the beach. When | read
about Coney Island | knew this wauld be a marvellous sefting for the fantastic
land of Oz. a place where immigrants could feel really American,

As | adapted L Frank Baum's book and researched about immigrants | knew |
would have to include Ellis Island and the Statue of Liberty, where immigrants
amving in America would first experience the land of opportunity. For Baum
America was a place where one could have one's cake and eat it a land of
consumerism, a commercial and industrial society, n which a new spiritual-
sthical climate had grown up, collaborating with business in the creation of a new
culture promising ever-increasing abundance It was a warld far remaved frem
that of the average immigrant But ane thay could aspire to

David Hovatter

Songs featured in the show

Phantom Pafral (cpening music) — by Paul Tietiens. This appeared in the original
1903 stage preduction of The Wizard of Oz to accompany the Wizard's all-girl
bodyguard

I'm Always Chasing Rainbows — the music is credited to Harry Carrall with lyrics
by Joseph McCarthy, but the melody is actually adapted fram Fantaisie-
impromptu by Fréderic Chopin. The song was published in 1817 and introduced
in the Broacway show Oh, Look! It was later sung by Judy Garland in the film
Ziegfeld Gil

Pincts The Peddler— released in 1945, this was the signaturs tune of Benny Bell
and it drew from his personal experience in the trade. He became a hit in the 40s
for his risqué and optimistic songs. In our show, the lyncs have been re-written
by David Hovatter.

Mest Me Tonigit in Dreamiand - written by Beth Slater Whitson and Lea
Friedman . published in 1909, Many people connect the song with the Dreamland
part of Coney lsland which apenad in 1904

The Giow Worm — this was originally composed in 1902 by Paul Lincke for the
cper Lysisirata. English lyrics were later written by Lilla Cayley Robinson,
then addad to by Johnny Mercer A famaus recarding of the song was by the
Mills Brothers with the Hal Mcintyre Orchestra in 1952

Wailtz Ma Arcund Again Willie - written by Ren Shields and Will D Cobb, frem His
Honor the Mayor, which ran for four months in 1906, It was alse a hit for Blanche
Ring. and turned up in a Eugene O'Neill play AR Wildemmess in 1932,

Every Littts Movement — music by Karl Hoschna, lyrics by Otto Harbach. The
song was published in 1910 and has bean racorded by many artists including
Doris Day and The Platters

! Don't Care — music by Harry O. Sutten, lyrics by Jean Lenox, This was the
signature number for Eva Tanguay, whose act stretched vaudeville’s stringent
code of acceptability to tne imit. In 1910, she was the highest paid performer in
vaudeville, eaming $3,500 a week

Continued on the back page
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First performance of this production: Fi

CAST PRODUCTION

New York - 1909
Tip
Sadie Roseman
fr Schalz
Immigrant
Bernstein
Tony Tertorella
Yola Jakofsky
Annie Castello
Joe Levine

Tip

Jack Pumpkinhead
Carousel Horse
Guards
Scarecrow
Jellia Jamb
General Jinjur
Tin Man

Mombi
Woggle-Bug
Glinda

Musicians

Rosalind Storey
Marta Welnowska
Robert Vass
Wesley Lloyd
Greg Smith

Mike Hadjipateras
Alexis Wieroniey
Victoria Butler
Simon Rudkin

Rosalind Storey
Greg Smith
Wesley Lloyd
Wesley Lloyd, Wadah Mubgar
Robert Vass
Victoria Butler
Alexis Wiercniey
Mike Hadjipateras
Marta Welnowska
Simon Rudkin
Victoria Butler

Jolyon Houghton
Chris Storer
Oliver Jackson

There will be one interval of 15 minutes

Directar

Designer
Assistant Designar
Lighting Designer
Music Coordinator

Stage Manager
ASMs

Costume Supervisar
Properties
Movement Coach
Makeup
Photography
Constructors

Scenic Artists

Riggers

Straw providsd by

David Hovatter
Ben Sandford
Victoria Butler
Ben Sandford
Victoria Butler

Martin Choules

Wesley Lloyd

Wadah Mubgar

Jennie Yates

Jo Matthews

Nichelas Jonne Wilson

Cepie Clerkin

Richard Mead

Jim Craddock, Lydia Georgouli,
Tim Hayward, Francois
Langton, Ellis McNorthey-Gibbs.
Bron Blake, Victeria Butler,
Neil Strangward

Matthew Addison, Cosmo
Cooper, Tim Edwards, Tim
Hayward, Francois Langton,
Rabin Sharvell, Matty Wilson
Catherine Collinson

The use of cameras, video cameras and recording equipment is
prohibited. Please turn off all mobile phones, pagers and watch alarms.

Thank you.



Biographies

Victoria Butler - Annie Caslello, Jelifa Jamb, Glinda, Music Coord., Asst Des-gner
Vicloria completed Student Group 51 in 1886, Her appearances include Litile Shop of
Horrors (Audrey), A Funny Thing Happened On The Way To The Forum u:rma,

The Lesson (Pupil) and The Wizard of Oz last Christmas. This is her second appearance
as Glindal Sha wrote the music for Knapped Up by Maugfify Helen and A Midsommer
Nights Drearn,

Martin Choules - Stage Manager

Martin has been over the rainbow at The Guestors since 2001. Recent shows includs
Siift, Brave New World, The Alchemist and The Wizard of Oz, He worked with the Directar
an Tha Lesson / The Chairs, Knopped Up 5y Naughty Holea and Isle of the Deparfed, but
napes one day 1o escape his sweatsnop.

Mike Hadjipateras — Tony Tortorehia, Tin Man

Amember since 2003, his most recent shows include Conversations after & Burial, The
Dag in the Manger, Richacd NI, The Counliy, The Seaguil (Tngorin) and, most racently,
Glengany Glen Ross (Aaronow).

Jolyon Houghton - Musician

Atter thrse years in The Questors Youth Theatre, Jolyon joined The Questors Student
Graup B2 in 2007 and slarred as Edward Plantagenet in Henry W and Gabrel Qak in Far
From the Madding Crawd. He will be joining the Central School of Speech ard Drama's
acting course immediately fallowing this production

David Hovatter - Director

Drawid has been devising shows for yonks, including Moly Dick, Knopped Up by Naughty
Helen, Grex and Sewen Sins of Max & Montz. He alse aoapled Sylvis Plath's The S=i
Jar, The Cherry Orchard and Hamler He recently directed lonesco's The Lesson £ 1hie
Chairs and acted in Sreakfast with Emm

Wesley Lloyd - Immigrant, Guard, Vclce of Carousel Horsa, ASM

This i Wesley's first production at The Questors since gradueting from The Ques
Siudent Group 82 where he played King Henry Wl in Heiry W and Jossph Peargrass in
Far From fhe Wadding Crowd. He hopss to wark full ime within the theatrical industry
Wadah Mubgar — Guard, ASM

A Bass-Barilone. Yiadah performed in numercus aperatic cancerts before joining The
Questars Adling for All course in 2006 and The Quesicrs 52nd Student Group in 2007, He
subsequently moved on 1o develep his operatic ability. performing in La Cafisto (Mercuria),
Hansel & Grelel (Fainer) and Greek (Eddy) in productions white studying Opera
Ferformance at Birkbeck — London University

Simon Rudkin — Joe Levine, Woggle-Bug

A member of The Questers Student Graup 61, he playsd various parts in The Caveasian
Chelk Circle and Bottom in A Midsommer Mights Draam. This is his third show since
completing the course in 2008 having been in Bedroam Farce (Nick) and The Alchemist
{Surley) last season.

Ben Sandford — Designer, Lighting Dasigner

Ben's previous credits at Questers include Lighting and Set Design for The Lesson / The
Ghairs, and Lighting Design for Glengany Gien Rass, Dinner and After Magnite / Black
Comedy. Befare joining The Guestors, Ben worked in Toronte where he designed shows
far the Toronta lish Players and the Alumnae Theatre.

Greg Smith — Bernsteln, Jack Pumpkinhead
Retwrning for his second appearance &t The Questors after playing Angus in last year's
Macbeth, Grsg was cast in Oz sfter amazing the Dirsctor with the most weodan audiion
fie had euer seen. an auribute he found perfactly suited 1o the role of Jack
Chris Storer - Musician
Chris scted st Tha Questars for many years befere pursLing his professional acting
caraer. Theatra: Tha Lion, Tha Witch & The Wardobe, The Lost Chiristmas, Torm,
Hohson's Choice, Gelebration, Mathide and Machett Television: Husile (BBC) and
Britz {C4]. Questors: A Touch of Rose Madder, Wind in the Wikows, Ubu, The Crugibie.
Aroadha and Love's Labour's L
Rosalind Storey - Tip

alind campletsd The Qusstars Student Group 81 in 2008, appearing in The Gaucasian
ans as Fermia in A Midsormmsr Mghts Dream. Since then she has appeared
th (Murdarer - hoo yal), Madame Bovary [Felicite) and Les Lisisons
Dangerouses (Cécle)
Robart Vass — Mr Scholz, Scarecrow
Robert has appeared on stege since childnocd. At The Questors he nas played the
Sergsant Major in On! Wiat 5 Lovely War. Mr Sowerberry in Oliver', Harry in Compary
and, mest recently. Lycus in A Funay Thing Happeaad on the Way to the Forum
Marta Welnowska — Sadie Roseman, Mombi
Marta joinsd Ths Questors Acting Far Al courss in 1988, afier which she was accepted on
The Questers Student Graup 62, during which worked on Waiting For Godot and Three
Sisters amongst others. She recently appeared as Anne in End of History by Phiip Lawder
{Harraw Arts Centre} and she s also involved as 2n actorireader lor naw wiiters' wark.
Al gt tusy s ole 18k i GEa)
Alexis is delighted 1o ba back at The Questors A member of The Questors Student
Croup 51 she appeared in The Caucasian Chaik Circle (Grusha) and A Midsommer
rd I‘t‘ustardsaem Her first performance as  full mamber of

acDuff).

a8

Next at The Questors

Misery Broken Glass
23 - 31 October 2009 31 October - 7 November 2009
In The Studic In The Playhouse

A taut thriller edged with black humour.
adapted fom the Stephen King novel
He killed 2 woman I save his career
Now he must resurrect her to save his
ife.

Arthur Miller tells the story of Sylvia and

| Phillip Gellpurg who, after years of
marriage, have came lo realise thal
they hardly know each other at all




Featured songs continued:

Ballin' the Jack — music by Chris Smith, lyrics by Jim Burris, published in 1914,
The song and dance were performed in the 1942 film, For Me and My Gal,
starnng Judy Garland and Gene Kelly.

Gvar There — words and music written by George M. Cohan in 1917, shorly after
the US had declared war aganst Germany, and memorakly perfarmed by
James Cagney in the film Yankee Caodle Dandy,

Come Josephing in My Fiving Maching — music by Fred Fisher, lyrics by Alfred
Bryan. This song was published in 1810 and was criginally recorded by Blanche
Ring. [t was released as a duet by Ada Jones and Billy Murray in 1911, Written
in the early days of the airplane, this light-hearted song expresses the
technological optimism of the era

1 Just Can't Make My Eyes Behave — words and music by Will D. Cobb, Gus
Edwards and Harry B. Smith. Originally recorded in 1907 by Ada Jones, it I
became a signature number for Anna Held, the first wife of Flaranz Ziegfeld
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Questors E-News direct to your inbox
Get all the latest news and offers for our shows by joining
our e-mail lists and you'll get
+ short snippets of information every week or so, or longer round-
ups every month — or both if you wish

+ short and straightforward emails — we are sure that's what you'd
prefer

= unsubscribe facility (which really works) at the bottom of every
message!

It's easy to sign up = just a few clicks are all that it takes.
visit www.questors.org.uk
and E-News from The Questors will drop into your inbox

Join Us

If you enjoy theatrs, vy Aot oln us an banefit from memaershin

Haitprice 28rsanal tickts for Questors productions®
Discountad Guast tickets when bring your friends to Quastars productions”
Chiliren FREE fickets*
Opporuniiss to be actisely nvaived in our productions
i MpANY of ACtors
- o slscountad maining courses
Calour magazine 3 times & year
Regular Memasrs’ Mewslete
Ragular pragramme card

SIS mss A

o s i A
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Introductory offer
marths at Aalf-price,

25 & welcome for 17 ime memk: ou can either try us oul for six
et your first 15 months membership for the price of 12 manths,

Getting the most from your membership

“alunteer help is always needed Front-olHouse, Mo previus experience is needed for
seling sregramimes ane stewsiring. end Iy s provoer| 3011 e 10 work n B
Cffice vtk our compiiterised sysiem, Ta mbers i a sonial seting, volnlear o
ke e L
makers. set builders, sound end light designers end operators, painiers, wardrabe and
costume and st designers are always welcomed; whatever your s«ills we'll find a place
for you, W dlsn have coursss for those wishing fa diract

The Questars has a high ;1?r|dar1ulsctng and to mainiain this, sversare wanting ‘o
act must frst teke an aud held every month, call the Theatrs Office far
detalls of forthcoming auci

QYT Youth Theatre

Our Youth Theatre — GYT — nuns weekly drama classas for all ages from & 10 18 yaars
olc. Younger groups meet o Saturcay momings and aider ages meel on weskiay
teatime, There's afien a weiting list for mambershin, so put your namea down ho
Deiails are onlins ai questors.org ukiqyt

The Questors Theatre 12 Mattock Lane Ealing W5 5BQ
Box Office: 020 8567 5184 Theatre Office: 020 8567 0011
Email: org.uk i charity 207518




