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Les Liaisons Dangereuses

ane of pur most sucoassiul B uav\wgr-ts Few others
anga of 1 cary plays cbout

oh
st Enel plaw and talas of sﬂulter) and cantrel in & pained trisnle. Addsd {6 this,
there are his stooessful adaptations end franslations of other witers' wark, famausy
ingluding Yasmin Reza's Arz

seribed as a -,upr fie teshilsian, the suprems playwright (n the sense
ahweys oiever, axquisitely ol touch and almos
perfecily sensirueied, This is perbaps most (e of fas Liaisons Dangereses wich
e wrots for the RSC and which apenad to preat acclaim in Stratford In 1965, with
Alan Rickman and Lingsey Duncan in the |e20 roles. Sinee ther it has, with 2000
*easan, Baceme A staple of amateur theat'e. It is also regularly revived professiorally
— & production directed by BUpcrt Goold opencd on Droadway only (st year.

The play is an adaptetion of the nowel by Choderlos de Lavos, (rst published in 1752,
This classic novel has been ihe source material for five fims, & radic alay, a0 opera
a baller, at least one ather stage version, a telavision play and & costume exhibitio

In 1856 Baugelalre ramarked tat, *If this book bums. it ean only bs a8 te burs”
daptatien accurately llustrates the passion ant the coldness thet Bavdelaire

playad with, runed and losl. The coldness is also clear — velmant and Marteul scheme
and manipulate, snalyse and caloulste. They are detsohied, slever and ironic

Commentators hava claimsd that the depraved sensuslity of the srstocrscy describes in
the nevel heloed bring about the French Revolution, This view s echosc by Hempton using
the snadw of the 2ullloting s The Fral Image of the play. The aristocracy as literally

above the moras of nareal society. They make 'nnI: own rules for thelr own games, and
indulge an amorslity thal preceses, f nol pregipit 5 periad of great sacial change.
Laclns’ subtitie for his novel s A Colestion of ‘ellew from Qo Sucial Class and
Published for the Instruetion of athers.

But however reprenensible the characters are, they are also intelligent. glamorous and
even sympathetls. Parhaps we can empatiise withaut 75 to emulate tham?

Love does nat Iriumph and good does not win cul and whilst he wicked may be punisned
the virtuous are nat rewarded, As Laclos himsell pul il "Virtua will 1ol nacessarily 12ad
10 happiness, nor wickednass to punishmert,”

The play has clear resanances far a modern audience. We can ses te univarsal and
timeless anpeal of the characters: manipiative risktekers such as Merteul and Velmant
slill exist taday, 25 do Wbeir vistims. Tha iteas and issues in olay still concern us. Duelling
may be a thing of the past dut revergs killings slill coour, Questions of raps s seduction
are raised daily in the media: we debate the emancipation of women; &nd the various

manifestations of the etermal sexual triangle never cease to faseinate us, whathar in
literature, plays, flins, soap-opera of our o lves. Bul fof me the main season for s
stery's enduring, popularily i ils manysidedness and the multiplivity of views it offers
somples issues and relation

Laclas said of his novel. *1 rasoived o writs a work which would stand out fram the ardinary
and which viculd still cause a stir through the world altar | 117 | ngliave thal in
arap Rl far the stage Chrislopher Hamnten has. served Ghoderlos. de Lanins

. | hope this production makes a small contribution to the causs.

Reger Beaumont



LES LIAISONS DANGEREUSES

by Christopher Hampton
First perfarmance of this production: Saturday 6l June 2008

THE COMPANY

La Marguise de Merteuil Cardling Bleakley
Céclle Volanges Rogalnd Storoy
Madame de Volanges Maria Brusa
Major Doma Daniel Cavdheray
Le Vicomte de Valmont Peter Brown
Azolan Siman Higginsan
Mme de Rosemonde Cathle Wallace
La Présidente de Tourvel Sarah Hannah
Emilia Tara Slewart
Le Chevalier Danceny Julian Br

Adéle Claucia Kallich-Dis

The actinn of the piay takes place O o and e

o the 17805,
ACT ONE
Scene 1 An Aug.

t evenng, Mma la Viarquise de berteuil's salen
Scene 2 Three vesks ater, eark: evening, The anncipal sala in Mme de Rosemonda's
chateau in the coun

Scene 3 & uounle of dey
on the culskirls of Farie

s later. the middle of the night. Emilie’s bedmam in ber house

Scene 4 Ten days latar, A September aftarnoon. Th
cle Mertaui

Scene B A woek |ater, aftar lunch,
Scene 6 i for
Scene 7 The following day, 15t Botober; aflernaor. The salon in Ming de
Rosemende’s chateay

Scene B Two nights laler, Yalmant's bedraom In the cheteay

and sa/on of La Marcuise

salon in Mme de Rnsemonde’s chateau

ight latar; the middle of the night. Géele’s begicom In the chatezy

Scene 9 Late the foliowing evering; the solon in the chateau

There w

be an interval of 15 minutes

ACT TWO
Scene 1 Late Ouinber; the princpal salon in

3IMant’s Paris house
Scene 2 Two deys [ster, six pm. The salor in Mo de Toureel s house
Scene 3 The fol owing ven ng: Mme de berteull's sainn

Scena 4 & furinight [ster; afternoon., The selon in Maimont's house
ening. fme e Meorted

Scena 5 Ten days later:

salon

Scena 6

& fellawing arerncan. The salan I Mme os Tourve!'s hou
Scene 7 Abaut & wesk later. A Decarber svenng in Mime de Merell's selon
Scene 8 A misty Decembar dawr in the So1s de Vinesrnes

Scone 9 New yoar's ove) Mme de Mertaull's salnn.

Diractor Roger Beaumant
Designer Mike Langroge
Stage Manager Jane AunoldFars
Deputy Stage Managers Andrew Davies
Jeen Hally
Proportios Pater Salvietia

Lir Caoper
Perny Seyfert

Lighting Designer Alan M Smith
Lighting Cperator Rim Mohammed
Sound Designer Alan N Smith
Sound Operator Faul Roblason
Wardrobe ah Anclrws.

Jenrie Vates

Jean Derby

Pam Smith

Susan Davies

Make-up Mailis Enger
Nina Price

Construction Colin Heme
Prompt Debbie Absl
Fight Arranger Jabn Frysr

Assistant Stage Managers Jemma fuvaghe, Liz Cooper
Hunter Gibsan, Sherice Gritfiins,

Richart Jo

therine Moore,
1l

Stephanis Maore, !

wdirew Morrs, Kate Towns

Get In crew senith, Tina Harris, Zyg Staniaszsk
Pragramme Editor Fenelope Maclachian
Programme design and print Consigerihisuk.com
Thanks te:

Irhouse Services, Mollinghsm Lece Factory — especially Linda Creston,
Janny Richargsan, Sylvia Wall, Alex Markar & Gurdon Miller




Biographles

Jane Amold-Foster - Stage Managsr
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Roger Besumont - Dirsctar
For The Questors,
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2008, He has 2130 ecled In Russion
the WondsiFater Whelan) 2003 and i

Wik (Mewin Blvotl 2006 and Gie:
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Caroline Bleakley ~ Madame de Merteull

Carcline has appaaresd in owar 34 Questors
POGUETIONS, Inslwling Transiations, Yerma,
Dancing At Lughnass & Hearmresk House.
Pur ducbe 4
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Julian Brown — Le Chevalier Danceny

Julizn alned at Braton Hall and praduztad
with 8 B8 in fcting i1 2005, Singe fin =.rmA s
fraining Julian as been conti i
anc tenert credts (o e, The Weroh m of
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Danlel Cawtheray - Major Doino
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hc Quesiers,

Liz cnvn=r- Props and ASM
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Aulive for A& Sege Managems

s wirked hckstage 07 & var
35 a1 ASK and 'props perscn’
analengs was L (2008) where
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0 Death (Plerre/ Be

Jzan Hally - Deputy Stage Manager
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UCD she directed & m
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s e o s a
on

on B 200 ApREETE i
Eroduztion. Preius racert

el
e e el

Simon Higgginson - Azoln
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oz for an urdistuted ENT'S sleep very Soon

Cathic Wallace - Madarme De Rosemonde

Gath & Wallace has beer an acting menbor
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Please remember to turn off
all mobile phones

Poter Salvietto - Props
frm 2003 an, has
@ S

Please note photography is not
permitted in the Playhouse

Far From the Madding
Crowd

Henning Wehn

3 - 5 September 2008

11 - 18 July 2009
In the Playhouse

In the Playhouse
German Comedy Ambassadar

Smouldering drama of & headstrong returns with Otto Kuhnle

young woman pursued by
three lovers



Questors E-News direct to your Inbox

Getting the most from your membership

Miany membars join just to sea shows, hut thare is s much mars on offar
to Gompany Members, So why ot get involverd?

fiactothiouse Is = gieat E
e wr

Get all the latest news and offers for our shows
by joining our e-mail lists.

+ You can choose Lo rosie shorl srippsts
of information every week or so, or longer
round-ups every month - or bath if you wish!

« We'll keep the emails as short and
simple as possible — because we
know you'd prefer it that way.

« And we'll have an unsubscribe facility
{which actuslly works] at the bottom
of every messagel

It's easy to sign up — just a few clicks is all it takes.

Visit questors.org.uk
and you'll start getting our E-News in your Inbox.
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